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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of 
the Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on 
which we live, work and play.  

 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  
 
 
 

Tuesday 29th November – 

Wednesday7th December 

Somers 9 Day Camp – Six students from Year 5/6 

attending. 

Thursday 1st December Year 1 / 2 Sleepover 

Wednesday 7th December 6.00pm – Finance meeting 

6.30pm – School Council 

Thursday 8th December School Concert 
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Dear Parents/Carers,  

Last week our school’s 2022 Swimming Program concluded 

after a successful 4-week program.  This program catered for 

students in Grades 1/2 and 5/6, while the Grade 3/4’s was in 

Term 2.  Students travelled to Bluewater at various times each 

week where they were put in small groups and taught by trained 

swimming instructors.  

The swimming program was well attended and all students 

improved on their swimming skills and water safety knowledge and practice. 

The Department of Education and Training state by the end of primary school, it is anticipated that students 

should be able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills identified in the Victorian Water Safety Certificate. 

The Certificate is awarded when a student can: 

• swim 50m continuously 

• answer water safety-based questions 

• perform simple rescues 

 

Everyone enjoyed their time in the pool and all of the children coped well with their lessons. While some were 

learning to swim for the first time, others were perfecting their strokes enabling them to swim at a competent 

level. 

 

Thank you to Mrs Turner who coordinates our swimming program, Mr Van Niekerk who assisted with each 

of the groups and our students and teachers for your efforts during the swimming program. 

 

Here’s five great reasons why your children should learn to swim: 

1. Swimming teaches children essential safety and skills that may one day save their life. 

• Life Saving Victoria data for 2020/2021 reported that 61 people in Victoria lost their lives to 

drowning and that 15 of the 61 fatal drowning incidents involved children aged 0-14 years old.  

• 38% of all drowning deaths were a result of walking or playing near water, which highlights the 

importance of learning survival swimming and water safety skills. 

• 2020/21 statistics show that residents of regional Victoria are almost twice as likely to drown 

compared to those in metropolitan Melbourne. 

 

2. It builds confidence as they accomplish skills and continues to provide further challenges. 

Learning to swim is one of life’s milestones, like riding a bike or learning to read - it is great for self-

esteem and gives children a real sense of achievement. 

 

3. Encourages independence and develops coordination skills. 

While as parents and guardians we must always ensure children are supervised in and around water, 

their sense of independence increases as their swimming skills improve. Coordination is also improved 

benefitting them with other sports they might like to try. 

 

4. Swimming is a healthy form of exercise that is low impact and provides a full body workout. 

Swimming is a great way to ensure your kids get healthy exercise that they enjoy. 

 

5. Provides opportunities for social engagement with peers. 

There’s nothing quite like hanging out in the pool with your friends. Imagination comes into play with 

water games, and healthy competition through paddling and swimming races are both enjoyable and 

educational. 

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 



GRADE 1/2 SLEEPOVER 

As part of our school’s camping program the Grade 1/2 sleepover is being held next 

Thursday 1st December.  This is an opportunity for the Grade 1 and 2 students to build 

independence and practice sleeping away from home.  For our Grade 2 students it 

provides a level of readiness for the Grade 3/4 camp in 2023.  

The Sleepover takes place in the familiar environment of school. The purpose of the 

Sleepover is for students to develop independence, confidence, resilience, getting 

along skills and learning to be away from home. It is a fun event, and it will also provide an opportunity for 

all students involved to build strong relationships with their teachers and peers.  We look forward to hearing 

more about the children’s night at school in a future newsletter. 

SCHOOL CONCERT – Thursday 8th December – 6.00pm start. 

We are very excited to announce that our school concert in on Thursday 8th December.  It will be nice to 

welcome families to our school to share in this special event.  

Thank you to Miss Elizabeth Rodgers who is coordinating this 

year’s concert. The concert is planned to start at 6.00pm and 

families are invited to bring along a picnic tea to enjoy.   

Please note that this is a school event and alcohol is not permitted 

on school grounds. We ask that children sit with their class from 

6.00pm and remain with their class during the concert.  There 

will be an area at the front of the stage (multi-purpose room deck) 

allocated for our students. We look forward to seeing you at our 

2022 concert. 

 

ADMINISTERING OF MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

Please be reminded that if your child requires medication on a short term basis (either prescription or over the 

counter including cough lozenges) whilst at school, the medication must be dropped off and collected at the 

general office by the student’s parent/carer in original packaging. The parent/carer is required to complete a 

Medication Authority form which is available from the general office at the time of dropping off this 

medication, a copy of this form is also included with today’s newsletter. 

We are unable to administer medication to your child without this process being followed. 

VICTORIAN STATE ELECTION BBQ - Saturday 26 November 

A reminder that our school is being used a Polling Booth for the State Election this Saturday.  Thank you to 

the families that offered to run the Election BBQ however we really didn’t have enough people to make it 

viable.   With pre-polling at record levels, it will be very interesting to see how many people actually vote at 

the school on the day. 

Thanks again to those people who offered their support, I am sure we will have other opportunities in 2023 

for you to assist our school. 

 

2023 CLASS PLACEMENTS 

Each year Teachers and Education Support Staff work to determine the ‘classroom balance’ which will support 

the children in our school.  We acknowledge as parents / carers, you may (for a variety of reasons) like to 

make a request in relation to your child’s class placement for 2023.  

 

If you feel that there is any academic, social or personal information which is important to know about your 

child before we create our classes, please forward that information to us via our school email account at 

colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au   

Please note, it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers. 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LAST WEEK’S STARS!!! 
 
Year Prep 

Mrs Ellis 

Lincoln Hill  

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Congratulations Lincoln on a great week in Room 11. You have been 

a fantastic listener and have adapted to change in our classroom. I 

loved your enthusiasm today at the Prep - 4 Activity Day and your 

smile was lovely to see at each station. Well done on showing our school values at all 

times during the day. Keep up the great work!  

  
Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Alana Brown 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE AND HONESTY 

Alana consistently demonstrates all our REACH values in Room 3. Alana has 

demonstrated outstanding behaviour, effort and participation during all 

sessions this week. She has shown great determination and Engagement 

especially during our online tests. She held a positive mindset, tried her personal best and 

persisted even when the questions became a little difficult (because they were well above 

grade 5 level!)!   I am so proud of your positivity and academic results this week Alana! 

Well done, you are a star! 
 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

 

 

 

Willow Ellis 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Willow has had a wonderful week at school. She has worked hard on 

everything that she has been asked to do. Due to absences Willow has 

missed a few tests and over the last week she has completed them, without 

a single complaint about having to do it. She has continued to smile through it all and 

being the caring person that she is throughout the week. 

Thank you for all the amazing work that you have completed this week, as well as all the 

tests that I have asked you to do! Keep up the hard work. 

 

Skye Ellis 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Skye has had a wonderful week at school. She has worked hard on everything that she 

has been asked to do. Due to absences Skye has missed a few tests and over the last week 

she has completed them, without a single complaint about having to do it. She has 

continued to smile through it all and being the caring person that she is throughout the 

week. 

Thank you for all the amazing work that you have completed this week, as well as all the 

tests that I have asked you to do! Keep up the hard work. 

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Eli Haslem 

Has demonstrated:  Engage and Achieve  

Eli has had a wonderful two weeks. He should be very proud of the way 

he has been focused on work! Eli has worked incredibly hard to 

demonstrate his abilities to skip count forwards and backwards by 2, 5 

and 10 in the sequence during his oral counting testing. It was fantastic to see him take 

this challenge in his stride and persevere slowly and methodically until he was 

successful. Eli has been working extremely hard in all areas and he should be proud of 

the way he has not allowed himself to get distracted, especially during our spelling tests. 

He has tried exceptionally hard in all areas and should be immensely pleased of his 

successes.   

Eli, keep up the extraordinary work and believe in yourself please as you can achieve 

amazing things!  

 



Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Flynn Wolfe   

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Well done on a great week in Room 5 Flynn. Flynn’s great week begun last 

Friday during 3  / 4 sport. He demonstrated persistence by putting his hands up and 

following his opponent  around when we played number netball. He was very motivated 

to understand how to best defend his player so made sure to ask questions before we 

began.  

Through the rest of the week, he has been working really hard on his writing and maths. 

He made some great progress on his Time tasks and wrote a very funny story titled 

Erasey 3. Flynn has made great improvement this week on his voice volume and made 

sure to use his inside voice when excited. Well done on your efforts Flynn, I am super 

proud of you! 
 

Room 10 

Ms Rollnik 

Miss Parker 

Dean King 

Has demonstrated: ENGAGE and ACHIEVE 

Congratulations Dean on your amazing effort in all of the testing we have 

covered this week. Your results were excellent and you should be very 

proud for getting it done and doing so well. Remember to believe in 

yourself as you are a star! Well done on a great week and keep up the good work! 
 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Ayen Atem 

Ayen has had another fantastic week. She has taken our week of bulk lot of 

assessments in her stride and has given it her best efforts. She has remained 

focused and produced some great results. 

Ayen showed her leadership qualities running an activity for all the year 3’s for the P-4 

activity day. She worked well as part of a team and helped to co-ordinate the relay event.  

You have been sensational Ayen…. You are a star! 
 

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Alana Brown  

Alana receives this award for demonstrating Respect, Engage, Achieve and 

Care. Congratulations Alana on another great session in art this week. You 

worked with great focus and care to paint your bird sculpture. Keep up the 

wonderful work, Alana!  

LOTE 

Ms Beekman 

Ally Chirgwin 

Ally is this week’s Auslan Star of the Week. She has demonstrated the REACH 

value of Engage with her wonderful efforts in class over the last few weeks. 

Ally has been working hard to focus on the signer, making sure she follows 

along by signing and saying the signs at the same time. She has also worked hard to 

make sure the signs she produces are the same handshapes, orientation and movement as 

what is demonstrated. Ally really enjoyed playing charades and demonstrated great facial 

expressions. Well done Ally!!!  
 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Eva Maxfield 

There are so many reasons Eva deserves to be our musical Star of the 

Week for this week. She comes to music ready to learn and always strives 

to Achieve her best, whatever the task. Eva is Caring and thoughtful 

when listening to others perform music, which helps to create a 

supportive classroom environment. She is Engaged and has a go at learning new things, 

including playing all the instruments she can! Eva is Respectful, Honest and is to be 

commended for the way she displays our school values.  

 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Ruby Stevens 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hip pip Hooray to the following students who have 

had a birthday in the last couple of weeks. 
▪ Harriet Elliot, Talicia Mayne, Koopa Spokes!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ART ROOM NEWS  

Wow! What an incredible result we had at this year’s Colac Show! Mrs Allan is still bursting with pride at 

the number of entries we had! 

On Friday at assembly we celebrated the amazing achievements of the students. All students that entered 

schoolwork in the Colac Show were acknowledged and our winners were presented with their prizes. Thank 

you to all the students that entered schoolwork. Your work was amazing! Congratulations to our winners. 

Photographs taken at assembly can be found in today’s newsletter.  

 

Special thanks to The Colac & District Pastoral & Agricultural Society for all the hard work they do and 

offering our local students the opportunity to showcase their work. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have lots of unnamed clothing on the “Lost Property” table in 

the corridor.  If you are missing any clothing, please come and 

check through the items.  There are a lot of tops looking for homes.  

Prep – 4 Activity Day was a lot of fun! 



 



 

 



 
 

 
 

MEDICATION AUTHORITY FORM 

For students requiring medication to be administered at school  

This form should, ideally, be signed by the student’s medical/health practitioner for all medication to be 
administered at school but schools may proceed on the signed authority of parents in the absence of a 
signature from a medical practitioner. 
 

• For students with asthma, Asthma Australia’s School Asthma Care Plan   

• For students with anaphylaxis, an ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis  

Please only complete the sections below that are relevant to the student’s health support needs. If additional advice is requ ired, 
please attach it to this form. 

Please note: wherever possible, medication should be scheduled outside school hours, eg medication required three times 
daily is generally not required during a school day – it can be taken before and after school and before bed. 

Student Details 
 
Name of school: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of student:______________________________________Date of Birth: __________________ 
 
MedicAlert Number (if relevant): ______________________________________________________ 
 
Review date for this form:_____________________ 
 

Medication to be administered at school:  
Name of 
Medication 

Dosage 
(amount) 

Time/s to 
be taken 

How is it to 
be taken? 
(eg 
oral/topical
/injection) 

Dates to be 
administered 

Supervision 
required 

 
 
 
 

   Start:     /    /   
End:     /    /   
OR 
Ongoing 
medication 
 

 No – student 
self- managing 
 Yes 
 remind 
 observe 
 assist 
 administer 

    Start:     /    /   
End:     /    /   
OR 
Ongoing 
medication 
 

 No – student 
self- managing 
 Yes 
 remind 
 observe 
 assist 
 administer 

 

Respect  Engage  Achieve  Care  Honesty    

Colac South West Primary School 4775 

Colac South West Primary School is a Child Safe School 

https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/vic/about-asthma/resources
https://allergy.org.au/health-professionals/ascia-plans-action-and-treatment


Medication delivered to the school 
Please indicate if there are any spe 
cific storage instructions for any medication: 

 

Medication delivered to the school 
Please ensure that medication delivered to the school: 
 
  Is in its original package 
  The pharmacy label matches the information included in this form 
 

Supervision required 
Students in the early years will generally need supervision of their medication and other aspects of health 
care management. In line with their age and stage of development and capabilities, older students can take 
responsibility for their own health care. Self-management should be agreed to by the student and their 
parents/carers, the school and the student’s medical/health practitioner. 
Please describe what supervision or assistance is required by the student when taking medication at school 
(e.g. remind, observe, assist or administer): 

 

Monitoring effects of medication 
Please note: School staff do not monitor the effects of medication and will seek emergency medical 
assistance if concerned about a student’s behaviour following medication.  
 

Privacy Statement 
We collect personal and health information to plan for and support the health care needs of our students. 
Information collected will be used and disclosed in accordance with the Department of Education and 
Training’s privacy policy which applies to all government schools (available at: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx) and the law.  
 

Authorisation to administer medication in accordance with this form: 
 
Name of parent/carer: _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature: _____________________________________________Date: _______________________ 

 
Name of medical/health practitioner:___________________________________________________ 
 
Professional role:___________________________________________________________ 
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