
NEWSLETTER 

 
 

COLAC  SOUTH  WEST P. S.  
PHONE:    52 32-1170 
 

Respect Engage Achieve Care Honesty 

Colac South West Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

 
 colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au 
 

              15th December 2022 

Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of the 
Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on which 
we live, work and play.  
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  
 

Friday 16th December Last day of formal classes. 

Celebration Assembly - 12noon 

3.15pm Finish 

Monday 19th December No formal classes – supervision only. 3.15pm 

finish. 

Last day for buses. 

Tuesday 20th December Last Day 2022 school year 

No formal classes – supervision only. 

1.00pm finish. 

2023 Friday 27th January Teachers return 

Monday 30th January All students return to school 

Preps finish at 1.00pm 

Wednesday 1st February Preps do not attend each Wednesday up to the 

Labour Day Public Holiday 
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Dear Parents/Carers,  

It is hard to believe we are now at the end of the 2022 school year!  

Where has this year gone!!  Along with the excitement of 

Christmas and New Year celebrations this is a time where we 

celebrate the contribution that those leaving us have made to our 

school.   

We say farewell to our Grade 6’s who will commence Year 7 at 

Colac Secondary School, Lavers Hill K-12 or Trinity College next 

year.   We also farewell staff members at the end of the year. I 

would like to wish Petra Beekman, Carly Rollnik, Nicole Parker 

and Kate Murry the very best in their new teaching roles for 2023.  

I’m sure we will see them back at CSW in some capacity in the future. 

Thanks also to Emily Ladhams, Grace Pearce and Grace Garner who are heading off to University next year 

to commence their teaching degrees.  We wish them the best for the future and believe that they will all make 

great teachers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at Colac South West.  Their support this year has 

been greatly appreciated.  We are very lucky to have a team of teachers and support staff that genuinely care 

for the educational, emotional and welfare needs of our students.  

The administration team is also integral to the running of the school, and they continually provide support to 

the staff and to me in particular. I want to say a huge thank you to each one of the CSW staff.  Thanks also to 

our wonderful casual relief teachers who have worked in our school this year.  Special thanks to Renee our 

Wilson St. Crossing Supervisor who is leaving our crossing at the end of this year, and Ron our cleaner, who 

supports our school in so many ways.   

Well done to all of our students, I would like to congratulate you all on the efforts you have made this year.  

It is wonderful to see our students enjoying their learning and improving in all areas of school life.   

Finally, I would like to thank our parents and school community members for the support you give to our 

school. The many ways you help with school programs and activities are greatly appreciated.  

 

Have a very Merry Christmas, a wonderful new year and an enjoyable holiday.  Looking forward to seeing 

you all again in 2023. 

Steve Barry 

Principal  

 

2023 CLASSES 

Following recent enrolment enquiries and possible staffing changes there may need to be changes to our class 

structure at the beginning of the 2023 school year.  The following structure is currently planned:  

Prep –  Room 11 Mrs. Amy Ellis 

Year 1/2 –  Room 6 Miss Elizabeth Rodgers 

Year 1/2 –   Room 4 Miss Ashleigh Watts 

Year 3/4 –  Room 3 Miss Tamara Gappa 

Year 4/5 –  Room 5 Miss Mariah Harris 

Year 6 –  Room 8 Mrs. Susan Boyle  

Our specialist team will be: 

Visual Art –    Mrs. Nicole Allan 

 

Physical Education –  Mrs. Jenny Turner 

 

Music –    Ms. Catherine Trewavas  

 

LOTE –    To Be Confirmed 

 

Tutor Initiative /   

Intervention Program –        Mrs. Jenny Turner and Miss Erin Baulch. 

 



Wellbeing Team –                  Kylie Smith (Chaplain) and Bree Robertson (Mental Health Coordinator) 

Student Support Staff –         Raylene Uwland, Anne Finn, Verena Jeffreys, Richard Van Niekerk,  

                                                 Sharyn Anderton and Kaila Morris 

Office Staff –                           Sandi Riches, Pauline Hanson and Kess Duynhoven 

 

I will endeavor to keep our community informed of any changes should they occur in the weeks leading up to 

the commencement or within the first two weeks of the 2023 school year. 

 

2023 GRADE PLACEMENTS 

Children visited their new classrooms today.  Tomorrow a note will be sent home with the students’ reports 

indicating who their teacher will be next year.  As mentioned earlier with student movement and possible 

staffing changes it may be necessary to change the grade structure at the beginning of 2023.    

When we are compiling class lists, many factors are considered including academic abilities, individual needs, 

gender, student friendship and previous class placements/teachers.  We also look at what is in the best 

educational interests of students.  It’s about getting the balance right – and making the classes fair for all. 

Children usually cope well with new situations, particularly when all parties — parents, staff and the students 

go in with a positive attitude. 

 

SCHOOL CONCERT 

What a great night we had for our School Concert last week.  

The annual School Concert is always special however for 

several reasons I think this year’s exceeded all expectations.  

This year’s concert was the longest we have had and the 

variety of items included performances from our newest 

specialist area, Music.   

All the children performed extremely well and from the 

enthusiasm and smiles on their faces it looked as though they 

were having a lot of fun also.  We were very proud of what all the children were able to achieve and we hope 

they enjoyed participating in the concert as much as we enjoyed watching it.  Well done, Children! 

Thank you to all staff - teachers, aides and support staff.  A great deal of work is needed to make the concert 

successful.  Not only do staff work with our students to create the performances, they practice their item and 

build the confidence of our students to perform in front of an audience.  Your work to enable this year’s 

concert was greatly appreciated.  Special thanks to Elizabeth Rodgers for coordinating the concert and 

Catherine Trewavas for her work with our Music program and associated performances.     

Thank you to all the parents who helped by having their children dressed for the theme of their class item. The 

children looked great! Thanks also to the parents, grandparents, family members and friends who supported 

the children in their performances and came to watch them in the concert. 

 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 

 

The 2022 Grade 6 graduation celebrations were held 

in the Multi-Purpose Room on Monday night. There 

were many proud parents and family members in 

attendance when students were presented their 

graduation certificates and acknowledged their 7 

years at primary school. Congratulations to all our 

Grade 6 graduating students and to those who 

received a special award.  

 

Melissa Swayn Citizenship Award:   Kuol Atem 

Jason Schafer Achievement Award:  Tori King 

Lions Club Scholarship:   Keegan Calder 

Sports Award:      Samuel Luppino 

AUSLAN Award:      Bodhi Mitchell 

Art Award:      Eva Maxfield 

Music Award:     Teleah Baines 



Environment Award:    Lucas Parsons 

Room 8 Award:     Jayden Graham-Farrell 

Room 10 Award:     Taj Jacobson 

Principal’s Award:     Jeddah Flanagan 

 

Following the presentation of awards and certificates the children enjoyed a pizza dinner, which was 

followed by a disco with their Grade 5 classmates.  It was a very enjoyable evening by all involved. 

 

Many thanks to the Grade 6 teachers: Susan Boyle, Carly Rollnik and Nicole Parker for the commitment 

they made to ensure the evening’s success.  Thanks also to the other teachers and support staff who assisted 

and attended to help celebrate this event with our Grade 6 students. 

 

SCHOOL LEADERS 

On behalf of all of the school community I would like to thank our 

fantastic student leaders for 2022. 

Our School Captains: Samuel Luppino and Jayden Morrow.  You 

have always been there to support the school, showing outstanding 

leadership of the student community.  

I would also like to thank the House Captains and Vice-Captains 

for their role in 2022 and the Junior School Council 

Representatives. 

All of you have set a very high standard, which will be very hard 

to match in 2023. 

 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

Our final assembly will be held on Friday 16th December commencing at 

12.00pm.   This will be a “Celebration Assembly” where we will announce 

our Year 6 Awards farewell our Year 6 students and make special 

presentations to members of staff who are leaving our school community.  

Families are most welcome to attend and join in the celebrations.  Children 

will finish their school year in their classroom with the teacher.  Dismissal on 

this day (tomorrow) is the normal 3.15pm. 

 

END OF YEAR ARRANGEMENTS 

Friday 16th December is the last official day of our school’s 2022 teaching program.  

On this day we will have our Celebration Assembly.   The last school day of the 

year finishes at 1.00pm on Tuesday 20th December.  There will be no formal classes 

on Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th as teachers will be undertaking performance 

development, packing, planning and handover of student information for each 

child’s 2023 teacher.  Students who attend school on these days will be combined 

and staff will provide a supervision program only.  

 

• Final dismissal is at 1.00pm on Tuesday 20th December and children will need to be collected at 

this time.   

• There will be no school buses running on this day. 

 

TERM 1, 2023 

Friday 27th January is the first day of the new school year and is a mandated Pupil Free Day.  This day will 

provide teachers to be prepared for the commencement of the new school year and to participate in annual 

first aid training. 

Students in Year Prep to 6 will commence school on Monday 30th January.   

 

 

 



SCHOOL OFFICE  

The School Office will open on Friday 27thJanuary and we encourage 

families to come into school on this day if you need uniforms or any other 

general enquiries.  If you need to contact the school over the holidays 

please phone the school on 5232 1170 and leave a message.  

 

 

 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

The annual school magazine will be distributed tomorrow.  I 

would like to thank the teachers and students for their 

contributions, Amy Ellis for her work in coordinating this 

year’s magazine and Verena Jeffreys for her editing, 

compilation and support of all the teachers in creating the 

pages of the magazine. I’m sure you will be impressed with 

the quality of this year’s magazine which is outstanding.  Thanks to sponsorship from local businesses, we 

were able to increase the print quality and keep the price reasonable for families.  Please support our local 

businesses because they support us!   

• The Footman 

• Blanes Newsagency 

• Les Riches Electrical Contractors Pty Ltd 

• BDH Construction 

• The Colac Herald 

• Colac Gas and Plumbing 

• Luke McLennan Plumbing 

• Greg Marwood Maintenance 

• Christian Buses. 

I’m sure everyone will enjoy reading this year’s magazine. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES – TERM 1 2023 

Here are some dates that may be useful to put on the calendar at home:  

 

Friday 27th January: Teachers return to school 

Monday 30th January: All children return to school. 

 Prep dismissal 1.00pm 

Wednesday 1st February: Preps do not attend school each Wednesday until the Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

Thursday 2nd February: Prep dismissal 1.00pm 

Friday 3rd February: Prep dismissal 1.00pm 

Wednesday 8th March  Last Wednesday Preps do not attend school 

Monday 13th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

 
ART SMOCKS 

Art Smocks will be returned this week.  Could they please be washed, 
named and returned to school at the beginning of next year.   
Thank you! 
Mrs Allan  
 
 

 
 
 


