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              8th December 2022 

Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of the 
Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on which 
we live, work and play.  
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  
 
 
 

Thursday 8th December School Concert 

Friday 16th December Last day of formal classes. 

Celebration Assembly - 12noon 

3.15pm Finish 

Monday 19th December No formal classes – supervision only. 3.15pm 

finish. 

Last day for buses. 

Tuesday 20th December Last Day 2022 school year 

No formal classes – supervision only. 

1.00pm finish. 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

Last Thursday night the students in Grades 1 and 2 enjoyed 

having their annual ‘Sleepover’.  The sleepover is a wonderful 

activity for our students and for some it can be the first time 

that they have spent a night away from their family.  It also 

forms part of our camping program and helps to prepare the 

students for when they go away for school camp.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Rodgers 

and Miss Watts for organising this activity for our students.  Thanks also to our Support Staff; Mr Van Niekerk, 

Mrs Jeffreys, Miss Ladhams, Miss Garner and other staff who dropped in and helped. Everyone had a great 

time and the excitement and enthusiasm the children brought to the night helped to make it successful. 

After setting up their beds they played some games and enjoyed a BBQ tea.  After the BBQ the children 

participated in a variety of activities. There were some very tired looking people Friday morning as they started 

their day with breakfast and a play on the Senior playground.  When I asked the children what they enjoyed 

the most, the night walk and spotlight tiggy seemed to get the popular vote.  

The way the students participated in the activities, listened and helped each other showed how capable these 

young people are.  Well done to every student as you all helped to make this activity enjoyable, for all 

concerned. 

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 
 
SCHOOL CONCERT – Tonight!!!! 

We are very excited to announce that our school concert in on 

TONIGHT!.  It will be nice to welcome families to our school 

to share in this special event.  Thank you to Miss Elizabeth 

Rodgers who is coordinating this year’s concert. The concert is 

planned to start at 6.00pm and families are invited to bring 

along a picnic tea to enjoy.  The Lions Club will have their 

food van set up and the ‘Get Buzzed’ coffee van will also be 

here.  

Please note that this is a school event and alcohol is not permitted on school grounds. We ask that children sit 

with their class from 6.00pm and remain with their class during the concert.  There will be an area at the front 

of the stage (multi-purpose room deck) allocated for our students. We look forward to seeing you at our 2022 

concert. 

 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
 

Well done to our last week’s Stars!  
 
Year Prep 

Mrs Ellis 

Madelyn Edwards 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Congratulations Maddy on a great week in Room 11. You are such a 

hard worker and love learning new things. Through the week you have 

been so Engaged in all the tasks and have been very involved in our 

learning. Your manners have been lovely to see and it is great that you 

have found many different ways to communicate your ideas to the class. Keep it up 

Maddy, the smile on your face this week has been awesome!  

 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Indie Sturre 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

Indie could receive Star of the Week every week in Room 3. Indie always 

demonstrates Respect and Engagement by using her 5L’s of listening and by 



thoughtfully contributing to class discussions. She always has a friendly smile on her 

face and a positive attitude towards all class activities. Indie is a hard worker; she 

remains on task during all sessions and consistently produces her personal best. Indie is 

also receiving Star of the Week for her excellent behaviour, Respect, and Engagement 

during our Robotics Incursion. 

Well done Indie, you are a star! 

 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

 

 

 

Mr Van      

Richard Van 

Niekerk   

 

Connor Wolfe 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve and Care 

Wow what a magnificent couple of weeks Connor has had! He has worked to the best of 

his abilities in all tasks that he has been set. He has been such a willing helper to both 

staff and other students, with other members of the class commenting on how good he 

was as a helper. Connor has really enjoyed Dinosaur Week at school and participated in 

each and every activity with great enthusiasm.  Thank you on a great couple of weeks 

and also a wonderful year Connor! Keep up the awesome work! 

 

Connor Wolfe 

Has demonstrated: Respect and Care 

Connor had a wonderful time at the sleepover. He should be very happy with 

the way he behaved and showed care to others. It was fantastic to spend time 

with Connor and see him Engage with his friends in a positive and Respectful way. He 

respected his friends’ by having a quiet conversation when he woke up and made great 

choices throughout the sleepover.  

Thank you for having fun and making sure that others did too.  

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Kaelyn Ross 

For: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Kaelyn used her student voice this week to teach the class her very own 

writing lesson. It was incredible to see her have the confidence and courage to ask and 

take on advice about what she needed to do to prepare for the lesson. She put an 

incredible amount of thought and effort into the different parts of her lesson and, 

ensuring that it all went well. Kaelyn should be immensely proud of her efforts and I look 

forward to seeing her become a teacher in the future! It was beautiful to see the outfit she 

had chosen as well as the name badge she had designed. Well done on planning and 

teaching your very own lesson Miss Ross! Keep up the great work!  

 
Eli Haslem 

Has demonstrated: Engage and Achieve 

Eli had a tremendous time at the sleepover. It was amazing to see him decide to 

push himself outside of his comfort zone and stay the night. Eli had a 

wonderful time and it was terrific to see him talk quietly to others in the morning and 

help them pack their bags. He had a fantastic time at the disco and loved playing 

spotlight. Well done on having so much fun Eli and being prepared to try something 

new!  

 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Jorja Kelly   

Has demonstrated: Achieve and Engage 

Jorja has had a great week in Room 5. I was very impressed with Jorja in her 

writing this week. She worked very hard to write her story and made sure to decorate her 

good copy on Word. She made sure to write using the correct tense so her story made 

sense. She demonstrated Engage this week by continuously choosing to work on her 

inquiry research task when she finished her work. She has worked hard to research about 

an American Christmas and has begun placing all her research on a poster. I am excited 

to see the finished result.  

Well done on a great week Jorja, keep showing motivation to learn within the classroom!  

 



Room 10 

Ms Rollnik 

Miss Parker 

Kiarah Beckett-Hay 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

Congratulations Kiarah! You have demonstrated all of our school values this 

week. Your enthusiasm for learning has been outstanding all term and you 

should be feeling really proud of your efforts and results this term in all areas of learning. 

Thank you for your contribution to Room 10’s school concert item. Well done and keep 

up the great work!  

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Brock Finn 

If I didn’t give it to Brock this week I think there may have been a mutiny!  

Brock has had another sensational week and continues to lead by example. He 

is excellent at reminding others of our expectations and supporting them to follow.   

Brock is always keen to offer assistance to his peers or teachers. He is usually trying to 

score himself some quick class cash but at least he is offering lol. 

We love Brock’s sense of humour and he always keeps us entertained.  

Brock, keep being the amazing you that you are…. You are a star! 

 

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Pypah Spokes 

For approaching her artwork with enthusiasm and creativity. Pypah always 

strives to do her best and has had an amazing semester in Art. Her level of 

engagement and ability to follow instructions has been outstanding. We are 

loving the little gingerbread house Pypah is creating and can’t wait to see the finished 

piece. Congratulations Pypah! You are a superstar!  

 

LOTE 

Ms Beekman 

Keegan Calder 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty 

Keegan is this week’s Star of the Week.  He has consistently displayed all of 

the REACH values throughout the year.  Keegan is a wonderful class member 

who ensures he Engages in his learning by giving his best efforts every session.  He has 

excelled his learning this year and can confidently hold a small conversation in Auslan 

ensuring he produces clear signs with correct hand shapes. Keegan is able to identify and 

produce a wide range of signs and enjoys assisting others to do the same.  He is a 

dedicated leader of the Room 10 Auslan class and has been a pleasure to teach this year.  

Well done Keegan! 

 

Kuol Atem 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty 

Kuol is this week’s Star of the Week.  He has consistently displayed all of the 

REACH values throughout the year.  Kuol is a wonderful class member who 

ensures he Engages in his learning by giving his best efforts every session.  He 

has excelled his learning this year and can confidently hold a small conversation in 

Auslan.  Kuol is able to identify and produce a wide range of signs and often assists other 

to do the same.  He is a fun-loving member of the Room 10 Auslan class and has been a 

pleasure to tach this year.  Well done Kuol! 

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

 

 

 

Nadia Maxfield 

Congratulations on being our musical Star of the Week Nadia! 

Nadia brings a Caring attitude and Respect for others to music classes each 

week. She demonstrates all of our REACH values and is consistently striving 

to Achieve her best. Nadia approaches each task with such positivity and is willing to have 

a go, even when she is unsure. This week she helped to make our concert rehearsals run 

smoothly through listening, participating and having fun! Well done, Nadia, you are a 

superstar! 

 



Samuel Luppino 

Congratulations on being our musical Star of the Week Samuel! 

Samuel is well deserving of this award. He has demonstrated all of the REACH 

values consistently this year and is to be commended for his efforts to learn as 

much as he can in music. Samuel is always Engaged and willing to experience playing 

new instruments when making music with the class. He listens exceptionally well, 

remains focused and helps us all Achieve our goals when performing. Samuel is 

Respectful when speaking to others and his positive attitude is a pleasure to have in the 

music room. 
 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Kyrone Cook – 3 / 4  

Kuol Atem – 5 / 6  

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL DECEMBER MEETING 

Last night we had our December School Council meeting and the following were the key discussion points:  

 

• Finance, Principal, Buildings and Grounds, Education and Policy, and Community Partnerships and 

Fundraising Reports 

• Approval of the following excursions: 

o Prep excursion to Fairy Park 

o Winchelsea Swimming excursion 

• Presentation and approval of the following items: 

o Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) 2022 review. 

o 2023 AIP 

o School Review: Pre-Review Self-Evaluation 

o End of Year and Start of Year arrangements 

o Curriculum Day – Wednesday May 15, 2023 

o Uniform List: Price change for school bags now $40 per bag 

• The following financial statements were approved: 

o Tandara Camp reconciliation 

o Kangaroobie Camp reconciliation 

o Indicative Budget for 2023  

• Thank you to all School Councillors for their commitment to the role and support of our school 

during 2022.  Their work is greatly appreciated! 

 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 

On Monday 12th December commencing at 

6.00pm we will celebrate with the Grade 6 students 

and their families, their seven years of primary 

school life.  The Graduation ceremony is a special 

occasion for the Grade 6 children, marking the end 

of their primary schooling and the beginning of the 

next stage of their education.  Many thanks to the 

Grade 6 teachers, Susan Boyle, Carly Rollnik, 

Nicole Parker and Petra Beekman for the 

commitment they make to ensure the evening’s success.   

 

Following the presentation of awards and certificates the children will enjoy a pizza dinner, followed by a 

disco with their Grade 5 classmates.  This will be a very enjoyable evening for all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL HELPERS MORNING TEA 

We would like to invite the many helpers in our school community who have assisted us 

during the year for a morning tea to thank you for the contribution you have made to our 

school this year.   The morning tea will be held on Thursday, 15th December in the 

McCoombe Resource Centre (Library) from 11.00 - 11.30am. We have wonderful 

support from many people and we appreciate the time you take out of your busy day to 

help the children. We look forward to seeing you on this day. 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

Our final assembly will be held on Friday 16th December commencing at 12.00pm.   This will be a 

“Celebration Assembly” where we will announce our Year 6 Awards, farewell our Year 6 students and make 

special presentations to members of staff who are leaving our school community.  Families are most welcome 

to attend and join in the celebrations.  Children will finish their school year in their classroom with the teacher.  

Dismissal on this day is the normal 3.15pm. 

 

END OF YEAR ARRANGEMENTS 

Friday 16th December is the last official day of our school’s 2022 teaching program.  On this day we will have 

our Celebration Assembly.   The last school day of the year finishes at 1.00pm on Tuesday 20th December.  

There will be no formal classes on Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th as teachers will be undertaking performance 

development, packing, planning and handover of student information for each child’s 2023 teacher.  Students 

who attend school on these days will be combined and staff will provide a supervision program only.  

• Final dismissal is at 1.00pm on Tuesday 20th December and children will need to be collected at 

this time.   

• There will be no school buses running on this day. 

 

TRAIN TIMETABLE 

The train timetable has recently changed which has resulted in the train going through at the start of the school 

day.  It has varied a little however is going past the school between 8.30 – 8.50am.  This is a new service so 

the times may not be fixed just yet.  For those students arriving and using the crossing at this time it is important 

that they take care, to listen for the train and cross when it is safe to do so.  Renee our crossing supervisor is 

great and she keeps a look out however this is not part of her role so it is important that our students become 

independent in using the train crossing.    

 
 
Happy birthday to the rest of our 
December babies 
 
Jayden Greaham-Farrell 
Imron Ahmedov 
Eva Maxfield 
Willow Gorman 
Georgie Fenton 
Amelia Nelson 
Martin Stanley 
Jyrah Kent 
Jeddah Flanagan 
Taj Jacobson 
Ahliah Ross  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some wonderful examples 
of year 3 / 4 

Magic 
Lamp 
Stories 

Flynn Wolfe, Year 3 

Noah Goulter, Year 4 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Oliver Hill, Year 3 

Oscar Harrowfield, Year 4 


