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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 
 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of 
the Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on 
which we live, work and play.  

 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  
 
 
 

Monday 21st November Combined Staff Professional Practice Day 

Students not required to attend school on this day. 

Tuesday 29th November – 

Wednesday7th December 

Somers 9 Day Camp – Six students from Year 5/6 

attending. 

Wednesday 7th December 6.00pm – Finance meeting 

6.30pm – School Council 

Thursday 8th December School Concert 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

Currently we are looking at our class structure for 2023. Whilst 

it may appear to be relatively simple, the process of setting up our 

classes is far from it. 

  

We don’t have a secret agenda or a penchant for split classes.  

Sometimes we manage to have “straight classes” and some splits. 

Within our class structure we aim to create a balanced class in 

terms of academic levels, social skills, behavioural and social issues, friendship groups, parent requests (where 

possible) and students with special needs (as recognised through Disability Resourcing). Our aim is always to 

create a classroom environment that will support the needs of all students. 

 

Although we haven’t confirmed our classroom structure for 2023 it is more than likely that we will have 6 

classrooms operating in 2023.   Previously when we have had this model the following structure was used: 

1 x Prep,  

2 x Year 1/2’s, 

1 x Year 3/4,  

1 x Year 4/5,  

1 x Year 5/6. 

 

The school’s Leadership Team with input from classroom teachers is continuing to discuss what structure we 

will adopt. I will continue to keep our community informed as decisions will be influenced by any significant 

enrolment changes prior to the end of the school year.  

 

If you feel that there is any academic, social or personal information which is important to know about your 

child before we create our classes, please forward that information to us via our school email account at 

colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au   

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

VICTORIAN STATE ELECTION BBQ - Saturday 26th November 

The School Council is seeking expressions of interest from parents to coordinate the BBQ stall, which will be 

held on the school grounds on the day of the Victorian State Election on Saturday 26th November 2022. Colac 

South West Primary School is a polling venue and this is a great opportunity to raise money for the school. 

The School Council BBQ is something we have tried on previous Election Days with limited success due to 

insufficient volunteers for the day. There will be clear instructions on the procedures about running the BBQ. 

If you are interested in helping on the day please email the school on colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au or 

fill out the form included in this week’s newsletter and return it to the Office. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Year Prep 

Mrs Ellis 

Sadie McKeown  

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Congratulations Sadie on a great week in Room 11. You are such a 

hard worker and love learning new things. This week you impressed 

me with your writing. You challenged yourself and Engaged very well 

with your dictated sentence, you even wrote the extra sentence! I loved seeing the 

punctuation you used, including a full stop and a question mark. Sadie I am so proud of 

you reading over your work and beginning to correct your letter formation all on your 

own. Well done, keep up the great work.  
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Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Brax Jacobson 

Has demonstrated:  ENGAGE and ACHIEVE 

Brax has demonstrated the values of Engage and Achieve this week during our 

Time groups. He is the only Room 3 student in Miss Harris’ group but that 

hasn’t dampened his cheeky smile. Instead, he rose to the occasion. Brax has gone above 

and beyond giving his personal best during every Time session. You could tell his 

Engagement was high when he chose to answer more questions than he needed to! 

I am so proud of your attitude towards maths this week Brax!    

Well done, you are a star! 
 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

 

 

 

Evie Meek 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Wow! What a start to schooling at Colac South West Evie has had. She comes into the 

class with a smile on her face and such a willingness to learn. It has been wonderful to 

get to know her the last 2 weeks. Evie is always ready to learn by showing respect to the 

person who is speaking. She is willing to give anything a go and challenge herself. I have 

enjoyed listening to her read and doing some maths with her. Well done Evie on trying 

your best on all the tasks and tests that we have completed these last 2 weeks.  

Keep it up! 
 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Lilly Wilson 

Has demonstrated:  Engage, Achieve and Care  

Lilly always tries her personal best. It is fantastic to see her put as much effort 

into her work as possible. Lilly continues to Engage in her writing and it was 

such a joy to read her recent procedure on how to make Mac and Cheese! She ensured 

every step was carefully written and thought through. It made the whole class very 

hungry! Lilly is incredibly kind and Caring and it is always a joy to see her thoughtful 

nature come through when she plays, interacts and thinks of her classmates.   

Keep up the outstanding work Lilly and we are so lucky to have you in Room 6 with 

your big beaming smile!  
 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Jyrah Kent   

Has demonstrated: Care 

Jyrah has had an amazing week in Room 5! 

Jyrah has really impressed me this week with his resilience skills. It started last Friday 

after lunch time when he was upset about an issue that happened outside but using 

resilience he pushed on throughout the day and even encouraged his friends to push 

through as well. It was very pleasing to see him demonstrate the skills of a great role 

model. 

Jyrah has demonstrated our REACH value of CARE this week by picking up his 

classmates bag in the morning as we walked inside. It is great to see Jyrah’s Caring side 

flourish and it is pleasing to see him encourage others to show Care as well. 

I am super impressed with your kindness this week Jyrah, keep it up!  

 

Room 10 

Ms Rollnik 

Miss Parker 

Jandah Graham-Farrell 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

Congratulations Jandah! You have displayed all of our REACH values this 

week. You are a Respectful and Caring member of Room 10. You are always 

trying your best and being a positive role model to others. Super effort in Numeracy this 

week! Well done and keep up the amazing work Jandah.  
 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Luke Parsons 

I am not the only one that is impressed with Luke’s work ethic, many adults 

visiting our room have made comment on it.  

It is wonderful to see him returning from tutoring and settling straight away into what the 

rest of the class are doing.  



Luke is keen to Engage in all our Science experiments and has been an active participant 

in all activities. He has been asking relevant questions and seeking help when needed. 

Luke has delighted in discovering something new and pushing our experiences to ensure 

we explore every possible outcome. 

I am rapt to see you in control of your own learning Luke and wanting to be the best you 

can be.   

Well done…..you are a star!!  

 

ART 

Mrs Melican 

Ace Beasley 

Ace earns this award for his Engagement and Achievement in the Art Room 

this week with our ‘disguise a box’ challenge. 

Ace creatively turned his box into a futuristic transporter. This machine will 

take you into the past so make sure you press the right buttons!! 

You are a star Ace! 

 

Ava Flaxman 

Ava gets this award for her Engagement and Achievement in the Art room 

this week with our ‘disguise a box’ challenge. 

Ava managed to creatively change her box into a cute and colourful cat. 

She started work straight away and worked hard to finish her masterpiece by the end of 

the session. 

You are a star Ava! 
 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Luke Quilty 

Ace Beasley 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Remembrance Day is celebrated every year at 11 a.m. on the 11th Day of 

the 11th Month. This marks the date when the First World War ended but 

also is a reminder of everyone that has fought for our country and the end 

of all wars.  

Classrooms have been learning more about Remembrance Day and the 

significance of this day in Australia’s history.  Raylene Uwland our 

school’s Library Coordinator has created a wonderful display which is 

pictured below.  

It is really nice to see our students wearing the commemorative poppy 

they have bought from the School Office and demonstrates that our 

families actively support this special 

day. 

    “Lest We Forget” 

 

 

 

POPPY APPEAL – Lest We Forget 

 

Poppy Appeal:  Our school has a range of 

Remembrance Day items for sale from the school 

office.  Poppies are $1, $2 and $5, wrist bands are $3, 

bag tags are $4 and pens are $5.  Leading up to 

Remembrance Day our School Captains will visit 

classes to show children the items available.   

 

 

 

 



CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

In the previous 10 newsletters, we provided information about the new Child Safe Standards which came into 

effect on the 1st of July 2022. 

The reason for this is to provide our school community with information outlining what each Child Safe 

Standard means and what we are doing at school to meet the standards and to help keep children safe from 

abuse.  In this week’s newsletter we explain the last of the standards, Child Safe Standard 11. 

Child Safe Standard 11: Review of child safety practices 

This standard focuses on incorporating the 11 Child Safe Standards into school policies, procedures and 

practices, which work together to create a child-safe culture. 

Schools should ensure these policies and procedures are: 

• informed by community consultations so they are relevant to the school 

• accessible to all 

• informed by best practice 

• championed by leaders 

• well understood by those they apply to 

• implemented effectively. 

 

Colac South West Primary School has a number of policies which incorporate the 11 Child Safe Standards 

including: 

• Bullying Prevention Policy 

• Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures 

• Child Safety Code of Conduct 

• Complaints Policy 

• Digital Learning Policy 

• Inclusion and Diversity Policy 

• Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 

• Visitors Policy 

• Volunteers Policy 

 

These policies can be found on our school website and are regularly reviewed by School Council as per 

Department of Education requirements. 

We are committed to communicating our child safety strategies to the school community through: 

• Ensuring that key child safety policies are available on our website including the Child Safety Policy, 

Child Safety Code of Conduct and the Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations (including 

Mandatory Reporting) Policy and Procedure. 

• Displaying PROTECT posters around the school. 

• Updates in our school newsletter. 

• Ensuring that child safety is a regular agenda item at school leadership meetings, staff meetings and 

school council meetings. 

 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and welcome 

feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child 

safety policies, procedures and practices. 

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please email the school. 
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PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY 

This term the Department of Education and Training have enabled schools to have 

a Professional Planning Day during Term 4.  At the last meeting of School Council, 

Monday 21st November was approved as the day our school will have for its 

Professional Planning Day.  Students are not required to attend school on this 

day.  Staff will use this day to prepare and write Semester 2 Reports.   

 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOVEMBER MEETING 

Last night we had our November school council meeting and the following were the key discussion points:  

 

• Finance, Principal, Buildings and Grounds, Education and Policy and Community Partnerships and 

Fundraising Reports 

• Approval of the following excursions: 

o Year 1/2 Kidz Kingdom 

o Year 1/2 Sleepover 

o Year Prep excursion to Fairy Park 

o Year 5/6 activity day – Lawn Bowls and Swimming at Winchelsea 

• Update of School compliance and School Review. 

• The following polices were approved: 

o Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy  

o Sunsmart 

o Homework 

• The following policies and procedures were endorsed following consultation: 

o Child Safe Standards Risk Register 

o Yard Duty and Supervision 

o Camps and Excursions 

o First Aid 

o Emergency Management 

o Volunteers 

o Visitors 

o Occupational Health and Safety 

o Digital Learning Policy 

All policies are available at the Policies link on our website  

• Planning for the Election BBQ on 26th November seeking help through Dojo and Facebook posts. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Happy birthday to: 

Levi Baulch 

Laylah Baxter 

Ryder Berkelaar 

Leah Kirkman 

and Nadia Maxfield 
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ART ROOM NEWS 
Thank you to the families who have kindly donated items to the art room this term. These items have been 

greatly appreciated. We now have enough clear plastic bottles. Thank you! 

 

Colac Show Entries 

It was wonderful to see so many students entered artwork and handwriting pieces 

in the schoolwork section at this year’s Colac Show. Despite the sad news that the 

show had been cancelled, members of the Colac & District Pastoral & Agricultural 

Society decided to go ahead with judging the work. 

Congratulations to the following students who were winners in their section: 

 

PREP - Article of Collage   1st Place  Mitchell Anderson 

    2nd Place   Levi Baulch 

    3rd Place  Sadie McKeown 

 

Year 1 - Handwriting  1st Place  Harmony Rogerson-Stoke 

    2nd Place   Laylah Baulch 

   

Year 1 - Article of Collage 1st Place  Elijah Haslem 

    2nd Place  Kaelyn Ross 

  

Year 1 - Article of Craftwork 1st Place  Ruby Stevens 

    2nd Place   Mahalia Shoul 

    Equal 3rd Place  Lilly Wilson 

    Equal 3rd Place  Laylah Baulch 

 

Year 2 - Handwriting  1st Place  Arliyah Howland 

    2nd Place   Aweng Atem  

 

Year 2 - Article of Collage Equal 1st Place Eleanor Murch 

    Equal 1st Place  Bella Parsons 

   

Y2 - Article of Craftwork 1st Place  Ahliah Ross 

    2nd Place    Aweng Atem 

    3rd Place   Max Lloyd 

 

Year 3 - Article of Collage 1st Place  Sadie Harrowfield 

    3rd Place  Jorja Kelly 

 

Year 3 - Article of Craftwork 1st Place  Cerenity Tatnell 

    Equal 3rd Place  Pypah Spokes 

    Equal 3rd Place  Flynn Wolfe 

 

Year 4 - Article of Collage Equal 3rd Place  Kyrone Drayton 

 

Year 4 - Article of Craftwork 1st Place  Lily Stephens 

    2nd Place   Jardyn Stanley 

  

Y5 - Article of Collage  1st Place  Willow Gorman 

    2nd Place   Caitlin Vander Zee 

    3rd Place  Kiarah Beckett -Hay  

    

Year 5 - Article of Craftwork 1st Place  Willow Gorman 

 

Year 5 - Article of Sewing 1st Place  Willow Gorman 

    2nd Place   Xavier Holt 

 

Year 6 - Article of Collage 1st Place  Eva Maxfield 

    2nd Place   Samuel Luppino  

    3rd Place  Teleah Baines  

 



Year 6 - Article of Sewing 1st Place  Dylan Vander Zee 

    2nd Place  Keegan Calder  

 

Year 2 - Painting or Drawing 2nd Place   Harmony Rogerson-Stoke 

    3rd Place  Georgie Fenton 

 

Year 3 - Painting or Drawing 2nd Place   Harriot Elliot 

 

Year 5 - Painting or Drawing 1st Place  Ayen Atem 

 

Year 6 - Painting or Drawing 1st Place  Taj Jacobson 

 

These students will be presented with their prizes tomorrow at assembly. A special congratulations to 

Cerenity Tatnell who placed equal first in the Best Exhibit for Junior Handcraft! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Kylie’s Cubby continues to be a student favourite 

         

Thanks 

Kylie!  



 


