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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Dear Families, 

In the Victorian education system, it is compulsory for all students to 

attend school each day of the school year. At times an absence may be 

unavoidable, however, every effort must be made to ensure students 

attend school on time each day.  

Evidence tells us that students who regularly miss days of school are at 

risk of missing out on learning the basic building block in subjects and may experience long term difficulties 

with their learning. School attendance helps children develop social skills, such as friendship building, 

teamwork, communication skills and develops healthy self-esteem.  

Please try to ensure that any appointments and holidays are made outside of school hours. To maximise 

learning opportunities, we need all students here all day. If this presents a problem for you and your child, 

please make time to talk to the school. When your child is absent, please complete the notification on Compass 

by 9.00am so your child’s teacher is informed. 

We are currently experiencing significant levels of absence due to COVID-19.  This is to be expected when 

children are infected or deemed close contacts.  In all other instances I would like to reassure families that 

school is safe and even though infections are happening we should try and operate as normally as we possibly 

can.  Our school has put in place procedures to minimise the spread however it is important that families 

encourage their children to wear a mask, wash their hands regularly and consider getting your child vaccinated.  

     

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

Principal 

 

Wednesday 9th March SWIMMING Room 8 

Tuesday 8th, 15th March SWIMMING Room 10 

Saturday 19th March KANA 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION 

Nominations for School Council closed last week. As the number of nominations matched the number of 

vacancies, there was no need for a ballot. In the Parent Category there were three positions available, and 3 

nominations were received. Anthony Elliot is returning to the Council, and we welcome back Rebecca Kettle 

after a short break and a warm welcome to our new councillor Renay Harrowfield.  In the DET Employee 

Category one nomination was received for one vacancy with Susan Boyle returning to the council. 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE INCURSION 

Unfortunately, the Forensic Science incursion planned this week for our Grade 3/4 and Grade 5/6 students had 

to be postponed.  It appears their equipment went missing in transit from Sydney to Melbourne. Hopefully 

they are able use their own forensic skills to track the missing cargo down!  I must admit I did have a bit of a 

giggle when I received that phone call.  The new date for this activity is Wednesday 23rd March, where our 

multi-purpose room will be transformed into a crime scene and evidence lab. This incursion, which tested 

our students creative and critical thinking skills, was very popular when they visited last year. We are excited 

to have the group back in 2022. 

 

MOBILE PHONES 

The Department of Education and Training has banned the use of mobile phones by students during school 

hours. “Mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and any device that may connect to or have a similar 

functionality to a mobile phone such as smart watches. Generally, it is unnecessary for students to have mobile 

phones at school as they are a distraction in class and can be used for quite a lot of mischief. Children who 

have mobile phones at school must hand them to the office for safe storage. Our students have been very 

responsible in handing in their devices each day. They should not be receiving or making calls. Important 

messages can be delivered to children via the office. 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) - APPLICATION 

To be eligible for CSEF, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian 

primary school must:  

• be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004. That is, be a holder 

of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 

Concession Card (PCC holder), OR  

• be a temporary foster parent, and  

• submit an application to the school by the due date.  

 

Eligibility Date  

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian's concession card 

being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of Term 1 (31 Jan 2022) or term 2 (26 Apr 2022). 

 

Amount  

The CSEF is an annual payment of $125 to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs for your 

child. The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school.  

 

It is the responsibility of the parents/carers to complete the CSEF application if eligible. 

 

Any students new to Colac South West PS need to complete the application. This includes siblings to existing 

families already receiving the payment. Applications close 24/06/2022 and are available from the office. 

 

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RAT) – THIRD ROUND 

The RAT program will continue to the end of the term. I would like to thank our families who are administering 

them.  They have been helpful in minimising infections as families are immediately isolating following a 

positive test. We recommend Tuesdays and Thursdays or on the morning of an excursion/incursion or school 

activity. There is a QR code on the front of the box linking to a video which you can watch if unsure about 

how to administer.  



The distribution of the third round of Rapid Antigen Tests commenced on Tuesday (1st March). Parents have 

been invited to come to the school office to collect their RAT.  If you have any questions regarding this 

distribution, please contact the school office. 

 

FACE MASKS 

      GENTLE REMINDER 

Please remember that students in Years 3-6 must wear a mask inside unless 

they have an exemption.  Adults must wear them both inside and outside.  

Thank you for your cooperation with this Health message. 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

Friday Assemblies will continue on-line via WebEx this term.  I would like to 

invite our families to join us for this week’s Assembly.  The students will be in 

their classrooms, and we ask people joining us to turn off their microphones and 

video.   

The Assembly Room will be open from 2.25pm prior to a 2.30pm start.   

See below for the link to this week’s Assembly. 

If you are able to join us whether that be from home or work, it would be great 

to see you! 

CSW FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

Friday 4th March 2:30pm on Webex  

Join from the meeting link 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m5b58d6424213c7d16ac8fb46698400c7 

Meeting Number: 2651 201 6972  

Password: colacsouthwest 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to last week’s Stars!! 
Here they are enjoying morning tea  
under the shade of the old oak tree! 
 
 
 
Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Mahli Retallick 

Has demonstrated: 

Respect, Engage and Care 

Mahli has had a wonderful start in Room 11. She should be very proud of the work she 

completes and the way she shows care in our classroom. Mahli has lovely manners and 

always makes sure her workspace is tidy. She loves learning new things and is currently 

working on her maths goal of recognising numbers to 20! 

Keep up the hard work Mahli!   

 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Kyrone Cook 

Has demonstrated ENGAGE and ACHIEVE 

Kyrone approached learning this week with great enthusiasm and commitment. He was 

engaged and on task, especially when writing and publishing his Pig the Pug short story. 

His determination to produce his personal best was again demonstrated during Science. 

Kyrone put in extra effort to aesthetically represent all seven characteristics of Living 

Things. 

Well done Kyrone. You are a star!  

 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m5b58d6424213c7d16ac8fb46698400c7


Room 4 

Miss Watts 

Kai Campbell 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care & Honesty 

What a great week Kai has had. It has been wonderful to see him contribute to classroom 

discussions. Kai has been a wonderful leader in our classroom showing the younger 

students the routines in the Grade 1/2 class. This week has been amazing for Kai in 

terms of writing. He has given everything a try and he is remembering the importance of 

saying the sounds as he writes them. He is also rereading each sentence to ensure that it 

makes sense. During Sounds Write Kai has focused on his handwriting showing great 

improvement. Kai has shown his commitment to his high frequency words, getting 2 

lists this week! He has improved out of sight. Well done on a great week! You have been 

a SUPERSTAR! 

 

Room 6 

Miss 

Rodgers 

Ariah Patison 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Ariah should be exceptionally proud of her efforts in writing this week. She has worked 

very hard to increase the size of her letters and has learnt all about Holly the 

Handwriting cat with her head, body and tail letters. Ariah has taken on feedback about 

her writing and the size of her letters. She should be very proud of her resilience and her 

determination to get things right. Ariah always puts thought and considerable effort into 

her work.  

Keep up the great work Ariah and thank you for all your efforts!   

 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Oscar Harrowfield   

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve 

Oscar has had a great week in Room 5 this week! 

Well done on a great week in Room 5 Oscar. Oscar has demonstrated Respect this week 

by continuously following instructions and using his manners when receiving his work. 

He has shown Engage by always raising his hand to share his answers in maths and 

writing.  

He has also demonstrated achieve this week by writing a very interesting and engaging 

Pig the Prisoner story. He worked really hard to try and make his sentences rhyme and 

decorated his work by experimenting with different fonts and colours in a word 

document. 

Well done on your week Oscar, keep up the great work! 

 

Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Raphael Murch 

Has demonstrated: Engage, Care, Achieve 

 Raphael has had another great week with us here in Room 10. It has been terrific to see 

him trying so hard to develop his ideas when we have been working on our poetry unit. 

He was able to create a series of well worded poems that followed a variety of styles. 

Congratulations on producing this great body of work Raphael! 

In addition to his great work in the writing sessions, it has been great watching Raphael 

provide meaningful contributions to our morning sharing circle. He is an animated 

public speaker, and the class always enjoys his input in the morning. Keep up the terrific 

work! 

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Melican  

Kaydence Calder   

Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty. 

School values seem to come with ease to you.  Always giving it a go even if it may 

challenge your confidence sometimes.  But language doesn’t challenge you!  You have 

amazed me with your poetry skills, taking each poem you write to the next level and 

taking the reader into your realm of writing.  Keep enjoying your written words, an 

author may be in the making – if you so desire. 

I think you are a super star! 

 



ART 

Mrs Allan 

Willow Ellis - For approaching her artwork with enthusiasm and creativity. Willow 

always strives to do her best and was a wonderful helper in the Art room last 

week. Congratulations Willow! 

 

Ms Beekman 

 

LOTE 

Talicia Mayne 

 Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE and CARE 

Talicia is this week’s Auslan Star of the Week. She demonstrated the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve and Care with her amazing efforts during our Auslan session. She 

showed fantastic perseverance skills in her signing task. Talicia looked for assistance 

from classmates, classroom displays and teachers to ensure her signed instruction video 

was the best it could be. She then went on to assist others.  

Talicia stayed on task for the entire session and gave her all.  

Well done Talicia! 

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

Maddy Edwards  

Maddy as demonstrated the values: Respect, Engage.  

Congratulations on a wonderful start to music this year Maddy. You have demonstrated 

excellent listening skills and a willingness to have a go when playing instruments and 

moving to music. The care you demonstrate when playing with percussion instruments is 

an excellent example for your classmates. Well done Maddy! 

And 

Kaydence Calder  

Kaydence has demonstrated the values: Respect, Engage. 

 Congratulations on your wonderful achievements in music Kaydence. The care and 

consideration you demonstrate, both towards your classmates and when using 

instruments, is always greatly appreciated. You bring a positive and curious approach 

and are always willing to engage with whatever the activity is, even if it’s something 

unfamiliar and new. Well done Kaydence! 

 

Mrs Turner 

 

Mrs Turner 

Lily Crosbie 

 
Colac Schools Lawn Bowling 

Competition 

On Wednesday some of the grade 5 / 6 

students were picked to represent our 

school at the Colac Bowls Club.  Our 

school came equal third out of all the other 

schools.  We had a great time.  We 

enjoyed it very much.   

Ours teams were: 

Brock Finn (Skip) Bodhi Mitchell, Jayden 

Graham-Farrell and Jimmy Lake. 
 

Jayden Morrow (Skip) Kuol Atem, Dylan 

Vander Zee, Makayla O’Connor-

Goldring and Dante James.  
 

Kiarah Beckett-Hay (Skip) Caitlin  

Vander Zee, Ayen Atem and Jandah 

Graham-Farrell. 

                                                                                                          By Jayden Morrow. 

 
 
 
 



Junior School Council 
Earlier this week Junior School Council was 

able to hold their first meeting. We focused on 

team building challenges, worked on our 

resilience and talked about what Student Voice 

is. 

We agreed that Student Voice is when we can 

share our ideas and opinions in a trusting 

environment, we make suggestions that are for 

the good of everyone and we do what we say 

we’re going to do. 

We used Class Dojo to explore the idea that it’s 

ok to have different opinions and we also 

looked at the School Wide Positive Behaviour 

Support matrix and reviewed and passed on 

our feedback to Miss Rodgers. 

I am looking forward to our future meetings 

together with this amazing and diverse group of students. 

Miss Baulch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 


