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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am and after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 

there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 

Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
 

Dear Parents, 

Friday 13th May is 'Do if For Dolly' Day commemorating 

Dolly Everett who sadly passed away due to cyber bullying. 

Her family have asked that on 'Do it For Dolly' Australians 

take the opportunity to have a conversation regarding 

spreading kindness in their community, standing together and 

uniting in action against bullying. Students at Colac South 

West are encouraged to 'speak - even if their voice shakes' and 

seek help from a trusted adult if they feel they are being bullied, particularly if this is occurring online. 

 

Online safety and awareness is a very important topic for young people, and while school 

internet connections provide a level of protection, many students have unsupervised and 

unfiltered access using computers, tablets and phones outside of the school environment. 

Some issues have been brought to my attention this week in relation easily accessible and 

low security social media sites. I would like to remind families of the importance for 

parents to monitor their child’s online activity and to abide by the social media age limits 

for each specific site.  No child of primary school age should be accessing Facebook, 

Instagram or Kik.  Most high-profile social networking sites such as these ask users to set 

up a profile with photos and information about themselves.  As your child’s primary 

caregiver, there are many things you can do to support your child to be safe online.        

Thursday 12th May School Photos 

Friday 20th May Walk Safely to School Day 

Mon 23rd – Fri 27th May Education Week 

Wednesday 25th May Education Week – Open Evening 
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Here are some suggestions which you may like to consider: 
 

Educate your children on internet safety early  

• Teach them appropriate netiquette  

• Warn kids of the consequences of their online behaviour: There may be criminal sanctions attached; 

they may not be able to undo their actions  

• Teach them that people are not always who they seem 

• Never meet someone they only know online or trust them with personal information 

• Teach them about what to do if they experience something which makes them feel scared, 

uncomfortable or confused 

• Make them aware of creating a digital trail where whatever they put online stays online    
 

Set boundaries  

• No computers, tablets or mobile phones in the bedroom, ever  

• Limit the time they spend on the internet (and in fact on screens all together)  
 

Join them  

• Become friends with your children wherever they are online so you can see all their friends, 

communities and posts   

 

Guard Privacy  

• No personal details should be publicly available or given out  

• Usernames should not identify you  

• Use high level privacy settings  
 

Guard Security  

• Never share passwords  

• Never become friends with strangers  

• Know your children’s passwords so you can access their accounts  
 

Monitor user history  

• Check the history on the internet browsers, or message registry on their mobile phone  

• Ensure all chat sessions are archived  
 

Get tough  

• Remove access if you have to  

• You own it, you supply it, you pay the bills, so you are ultimately responsible  

• Unplug the WIFI, keyboard or power if you have to.  

 

Most importantly, talk to your children  

• Know which sites they need to access  

• Know the social media forums your children are using -are they age appropriate?  

Build trust and boundaries early 

 

For further information about online safety and bullying I encourage you to have a 

look at the Dolly’s Dream website at: https://dollysdream.org.au/ .  There is a really 

good ‘Parents Hub’ that is worth checking out. 
 

Let us make Dolly’s dream of a kinder and safer world for Australia’s kids and 

communities a reality. 

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

 

https://dollysdream.org.au/


STARS OF THE WEEK 
 

Another week of children achieving – Congratulations to all our Stars! 
 

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Lily Crosbie 

Has demonstrated: 

Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Lily has had a wonderful week in Room 11! She has been concentrating 

on showing the 5L’s of listening on the floor and is always super 

enthusiastic to complete her work. Lily engages in all tasks and tries her best. She has 

been a great role model this week by showing care with her work and completing tasks 

beautifully.  

  

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Felix Shrubb 

Has demonstrated:  

RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

 Felix has been a hard worker not just this week, but last week too. He has worked so 

quietly and diligently on his Red Kangaroo Report during all sessions, showing great 

respect and engagement towards his learning. Felix has demonstrated persistence, 

enthusiasm and his personal best by ensuring he had written all his research 

into his own words and into complete sentences.  

 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

Connor Wolfe 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve & Care     

Connor you have had a really good week. 

Thank you for having such a great turn around! Keep up the hard work and you will be a 

superstar! 

 

Carter Hose-Rea 

Has demonstrated: Engage & Achieve 

Wow! Carter has worked so hard and he should be very proud of his efforts! 

Congratulations Carter on moving on to the Ladybug list of words in the high frequency 

word list. I am very impressed that you remembered them all and know when to sound out 

the one that tricks you! Let’s now practice the Ladybug list and remember those 

words too! Congratulations again Carter!  

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Ashton Skene 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Ashton should be incredibly proud of his efforts this week in all learning areas. It has been 

a delight to see him try his hardest and see outstanding results. Ashton has taken on 

feedback about his work and thought about different answers he could give when counting 

and writing down sounds. He has followed instructions from adults and teachers perfectly 

and taken his time to ensure his work is the best it can possibly be. It has been lovely to 

hear him ask for help too which has helped him confirm his thoughts and answers. It is 

fantastic to see Ashton believe in himself and be confident in his abilities! Keep up the 

wonderful work Ashton and I hope this is the start of great things to come for 

you!   

 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Indigo Bahlaw  

Has demonstrated: Engage, Achieve, Care 

Well done on a great week in maths Indigo! I have been super impressed with 

Indigo’s efforts in our Numeracy Sprint on Money this week. She has shown Engage and 

Achieve by listening very carefully to the explicit instruction given so she can work on her 

own money problems. She has shown Care by always helping to pick up our materials we 

used and by pushing in  chairs at the end of the lesson. Through her working out she has 



shown a range of different ways to solve problems and even taught me a thing or two. 

Well done Indigo, keep up the great work!  

 

Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Jayden Morrow 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care, Honesty. 

Jayden has had a terrific week with us in Room 10! So far this year it has been amazing to 

see Jayden embrace his leadership role as School Captain and become such a great role 

model for the students at our school. Inside and outside the classroom Jayden is always 

kind, friendly and helpful, demonstrating all of our REACH values consistently. 

Well done Jayden, good on you for giving 100% to everything you set your mind to! Keep 

it up!  

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Gage Charity 

Gage has had a great week in Room 8.  

I am so impressed with how Gage engaged in our class discussions, eagerly volunteering 

ideas for our whole class persuasive writing piece. His suggestions were well thought out 

and complemented our argument and writing. 

Gage has been working hard in Maths as well, focusing hard on regrouping with the 4 

processes so he is ready for NAPLAN in the coming weeks. 

Gage has been showing care by helping others to complete some craft projects ready for 

Mother’s Day. 

It is so great to see you taking charge of your own learning Gage and becoming more 

active within our class.  

Well done…..you are a star!! 

 

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Sadie Harrowfield 

Well done Sadie on a wonderful effort in art this week. Always nice to have 

you in the class. 

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Amelia Nelson 

Amelia is our musical superstar for this week and is to be congratulated on her effort to 

display our REACH values each week.  Amelia brings a smile and positive attitude into 

the music room which helps to create a wonderful atmosphere for learning and having fun. 

Amelia is an exceptional listener and engages with whatever task we are doing. She is 

enthusiastic and joyful in her approach to singing and playing instruments and it is an 

absolute pleasure to observe her creating music and achieving her best. Amelia is kind, 

caring and respectful towards others, and well deserving of this award. Well 

done, Amelia. You are a star!  

 

Mrs Turner 

P.E. 

Lucas Parsons 

 

 

Some of our 

Senior students 

enjoying their 

cross country 

run! 

 

Well done! 

 

 

 

 



2023 YEAR 7 SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACEMENT 

Students in Year 6 have received their ‘Application for Year 7 Placement 2023’ forms & information last 

week. All completed documentation must be returned to Mr. Barry or the Colac South West Primary School 

office by Friday, 13th May. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 

 

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

Today all children in Years 4-6 were sent home with a note outlining the annual Student Attitudes to School 

Survey. This information sheet outlines what the survey is, why it is done, when it happens etc. After reading 

the information sheet, should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. If you do not want 

your child to participate, please follow the steps outlined on the notice to OPT OUT. The survey is scheduled 

to take place between weeks 5 to 7 - (23/5/22 – 10/6/22). 

PROMOTING OUR SCHOOL 

As the parents and carers of children at Colac South West P.S you are best placed to promote our school and 

programs to new families. If you know anyone moving into our area, has a child attending your child’s pre-

school, or who has a child starting Prep next year and is considering their school enrolment options, please 

talk to them about our school and invite them to contact the school to arrange a time for a tour. 

 

PREP 2023 SCHOOL TOURS AND OPEN MORNING 

If you, or someone you know is enrolling a child to start school next year you 

are warmly invited to come along and have a tour of our great school.  Details 

of school tours during Education Week are listed below however personal tours 

with me can be made by contacting the school.  I would really welcome the 

opportunity to show you around our wonderful school so that you can learn 

more about what we have to offer your child and family. 

Tuesday 24th May 2022: 9.15am-11.00am 

Come along and see our school in action, we would love to share it with you. 

School Tours will start from  10.00am. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKAST AND STALL 

We all enjoyed a lovely morning last Friday to help celebrate Mother’s Day.  We had a wonderful turnout 

with many mums and grandmothers coming to school to share breakfast with their children or grandchildren.  

It was great to see so many people here and the atmosphere in the foyer of the BER was just fantastic.  Thank 

you to all the mums and grandmothers who made the effort to come along. It was a lovely morning and the 

room certainly had a special feel about it.  Thanks to Mrs Finn and Mr Van Niekerk for organising this event 

and their work in making the area feel like a mini restaurant.  Thanks also to our staff who helped cook and 

clean up after the festivities.   

Later in the morning we had our Mother’s Day Stall which was another great 

hit this year giving the children the opportunity to select from several items 

for mum or the special female in their life. The children really enjoyed the 

opportunity to choose their own special gift for her. Thanks to a small but 

hard-working group of mums who organised and ran our Mother’s Day stall. 

It was certainly a well planned and productive effort from Bronwyn Babington 

and Bec Kettle.  Thanks also to the other mums who helped out prior to and on the day of the stall. 

 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

 Following the recent changes in relation to the COVID 

restrictions I am delighted to be able to invite parents to our 

Friday Assemblies.  Our Friday Assembly is held in the 

Multi-Purpose Room and commences at 2.30pm.  We do 

however ask parents to use hand sanitizer upon entry and 

to maintain a level of social distancing.  The School 

Captains lead Assembly with participation from our students.  I know parents particularly enjoy coming to 

Assembly to see their child receive a Star of the Week Award.  Teachers will notify families prior to the day  

if a child is receiving an award that week.  We look forward to welcoming you back to our Friday Assembly. 
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Room 8 have been exploring the effect of persuasion in our writing. 
We were given the choice of ‘The beach or the bush’ and had to persuade others to come around to our way 

of thinking. 

This is the completed piece we collaboratively wrote, and we are confident you will be planning your next 

adventure out into the bush! 
 

The Bush 
Looking for a weekend getaway? Then we highly recommend a trip to the bush. 

Camping near the river is a great family experience. You can go out in a boat fishing, skiing or boarding. 

Swinging from a rope, dropping into the river for a swim is always refreshing! At the end of the day, you 

can enjoy a BBQ at your campfire and even toast marshmallows while sitting around talking, laughing or 

singing campfire songs. 

If you are looking for some peace and quiet, then a bushwalk is ideal. You can see lots of different birds and 

animals in their natural habitat, if you are lucky, you might even see a rare one. Watching animals and fish 

play is heart-warming and fascinating. A hike to a lookout or waterfall is also relaxing and the views are 

mesmerising. 

The bush offers lots of space, not many people and a shady place to explore. Bush bashing in a 4wheel 

drive, a motorbike or a mountain bike might be the excitement you are looking for. Looking for wildflowers 

or bush fruit is a great way to spend your day, along with tree climbing or hut building. 

So, pack your bags and get yourself into the bush. It’s the most peaceful, exciting and delightful time you 

can spend with your family and friends. 

 

Our 

wonderful 

netballers 

braved the 

wet conditions 

for the first 
game of the 
season.   

 

What good sports. Well done!! 

 
 
 

One little BIRTHDAY PERSON –  hope your day was great Ayen Atem! 



 

Staff are currently planning a wonderful evening of time travel from the present to the past and future to 

celebrate Education Week and 150 years of public education. Families are invited to attend our open evening 

and participate in fun activities which are sure to entertain. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 

25th May from 5.30-7pm for a memorable experience.  

 

 

***WANTED – PHOTOS FROM PAST AND PRESENT COLAC SOUTH WEST STUDENTS*** 

 

As part of our history themed Education week celebrations, Mrs Allan is kindly putting 

together a display of photos from across Colac South West Primary School 63 years in 

education. If you have any photos of your child’s, your own or a family member’s time at 

Colac South West Primary School, please email, Dojo or bring your photo to the office 

so it can be included in our celebrations. Hard copy photos 

will need a contact name on the back please so they can be 

photocopied and returned.  

If you have any questions please contact Miss Rodgers or 

Mrs Allan.  

Many thanks and we can’t wait to unveil this fantastic 

artwork during Education week. More information will be 

available shortly regarding the open evening on Wednesday 25th May.  

 

 

 
 
 

 



2022 Cross Country 

 

WELL DONE to everyone!!! 

 

Year Level Champions  

 

Prep   Girls 1st  Sadie McKeown 

   2nd Mahli Retallick 

   3rd  Ella Kirkman 

 

Prep   Boys 1st  Ryder Berkelaar 

   2nd Lincoln Hill 

   3rd  Ace Beasley 

 

Year 1  Girls 1st  Arliyah Howland 

   2nd  Kaelyn Ross 

   3rd Rylee Campbell 

 

Year 1  Boys  1st  Rylan Hay 

   2nd  Koopa Spokes 

   3rd Declan Ellen 

 

Year 2  Girls  1st Daisy Parsons 

   2nd Bluebell Gorman 

   3rd Leah Kirkman 

 

Year 2  Boys 1st Max Lloyd 

   2nd  Kai Campbell 

   3rd Tyson Woods 

 

9 / 10 yr old   

Girls 1st Jorja Kelly 

   2nd  Harriet Elliot 

   3rd Magenta Morrow 

 

9 / 10 yr old 

Boys 1st  Walker Howland 

   2nd  Koirannah Retallick 

   3rd Zayne Ellen 

11 yr old   

Girls 1st  Nadia Maxfield 

 2nd  Kaydence Calder 

 3rd  Kiarah Beckett-Hay 

  

 Boys 1st Leo Gao 

  2nd  Jandah Graham-Farrell 

  3rd  Xavier Holt 

 

12 / 13 yr old  

Girls 1st Eva Maxfield  

 2nd  Tori King 

 3rd  Teleah Baines 

 

Boys 1st   Keegan Calder  

 2nd Sam Luppino 

 3rd Brock Finn 


