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              8th September 2022 

Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of 
the Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on 
which we live, work and play.  

 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  

Wednesday 14th 

September 

Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day 

Students do not attend school on this day. 

School Council – Finance Committee 6 pm 

School Council – 6:30 p.m. 

Friday 16th 

September 

Last Day Term 3 – 2:30 p.m. Finish 

Monday 3rd October First Day Term 4 

Monday 31st 

October 

Curriculum Day – Pupil Free Day 

Students do not attend school on this day 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


Dear Parents/Carers,  
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 includes learning about 
respectful relationships in both Health and Physical Education 
and Personal and Social Capability.  
 

In the Health and Physical Education curriculum, students 
develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to strengthen 
their sense of self, and build and manage safe and respectful 

relationships. In the Personal and Social Capability curriculum, students learn to recognise and regulate 
emotions, develop empathy for others and establish and build a framework for positive relationships.  
 

The learning materials cover eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning across all levels of primary 
education. These include: Emotional literacy, Personal strengths, Positive coping, Problem solving, Stress 
management, Help seeking, Gender identity and Positive gender relationships.  
 

The following is a short summary of the goals of topics 1 & 2:  

• Topic 1: ‘Emotional literacy’ aims to assist students to recognise and identify their emotions, 
understand what situations may evoke emotional responses and to be empathetic towards their 
peers.  

• Topic 2: ‘Personal strengths’ aims to assist students to identify and describe their own personal 
strengths, explain how their strengths contribute to family and school life and how their strengths 
help them care for others and maintain friendships.  

I will provide a brief summary of the remaining Respectful Relationship topics in future newsletters. 
 

Have a great week! 
Steve Barry 
 

GRADE 5/6 TANDARA CAMP 

Last week our Grade 5 and 6 students went to Tandara Camp in Halls Gap.  While there the students enjoyed 
several activities within the camp and in the local Halls Gap area. The children went to the Halls Gap Zoo and 
had a guided tour looking at the many native and imported animals that the zoo cares for.  They learnt that 
the zoo is a sanctuary for endangered and injured wildlife.  The children also enjoyed the camp-based 
activities which included Archery, a low ropes course, the ‘Leap of Faith’ and ‘The Flying Kookaburra’ - these 
last two were particularly popular!  Another highlight was the mobile zoo visit with local native animals. This 
was a really interactive session where the children were able to hold and pat animals and reptiles such as a 
possum, wombat, lizards and a snake.  
 
The camp itself provided the students with comfortable accommodation, great food and plenty of activities 
when they had free time.  The trampolines are always very popular!  The camp is located at the foot of the 
Grampians and being surrounded by the mountain range it is quite spectacular.  
Upon arriving back at Colac on Friday the children and staff were very tired after a big 3 days away.  Mrs. 
Boyle was very enthusiastic to say that this was the best group that she has been on camp with!  The students 
joined in all the activities, supported each other, and made sure that everyone had an enjoyable camp.  Well 
done to our students and staff!  
 
I would like to thank our dedicated school staff; Susan Boyle, Tamara Gappa, Raylene Uwland, Richard Van 
Niekerk and Grace Pearce.  Special thanks to Lachie Mulgrew, who volunteered his time, and Darren our bus 
driver for both being amazing assets on this camp.   
 
All staff worked tirelessly for the duration of the camp which should be greatly appreciated by everyone! 
The time away from their own families ensured that all the students had a great experience, which they will 
remember for many years to come.  
 
 



FATHER’S DAY 

Thank you to all the dads, grandfathers and special men in our children’s 
lives who came along to our Father’s Day breakfast on Monday.  It was a 
great morning, and we were really pleased with the number of people who 
were able to come along.  I would like to especially thank Richard Van 
Niekerk who coordinated this for our school and the other staff members 
who helped with the breakfast.    

 
The Father’s Day stall was also a great success!  I hope all the Dads enjoyed the presents the children bought 
for them from the stall. Thanks to Bronwyn Babington and Becci Kettle for their work prior to and/or on the 
day of our 2022 Father’s Day Stall.   
 
 
 
CURRICULUM DAY – Wednesday 14th September 

A School Council approved Curriculum Day will be held on Wednesday 
14th September. Students are not required to attend school on this day.   
Staff will use this day to continue their work on the Big Ideas in Maths.  
This on-line program is facilitated by the Mathematical Association of 
Victoria.  We are very fortunate to be able to access this high-quality 
professional learning.  Another Curriculum Day has also been approved 
for Monday 31st October which is the day before the Melbourne Cup 
holiday. 

 

 

 

 

PARENT SURVEY 

Thank you to the 11 families who have completed the Parent Survey  
so far this year! 

 
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is now open 
for families to complete until Friday 16th September. 
The survey is conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to 
complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, 
tablets or smartphones. 
While previously a random sample of approximately 30 per 
cent of parents/caregivers/guardians have been selected to 
participate, this year, all families are invited to participate in 

the survey. Please note that the survey must only be completed once per family. 
Details on how to access the survey have been posted to Compass. A note explaining how to access the 
survey has also been sent home with students.  If you do not have this information, please contact the school.   
 

We really do appreciate your support in completing this survey.  
 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

In a recent newsletter, we provided information about the new Child Safe Standards which came into effect 
on the 1st of July 2022. 
Throughout Terms 3 and 4, we will provide information through the newsletter outlining what each Child 
Safe Standard means and what we are doing at school to meet the standard and to help keep children safe 
from abuse.  This week we explain Child Safe Standard 5. 



Child Safe Standard 5: Diversity and Equity 
This standard focuses on creating environments where all children and young people feel welcome. 
 

Equity is a state of fairness in which all children and young people can participate freely and equally in areas 
of life, regardless of their background, characteristics or beliefs. This means their safety is not dependent on 
their socio-economic, family or personal circumstances. 
 

As part of this standard, schools must: 
• recognise and respond to students’ diverse circumstances 
• understand that some students are at higher risk of harm than others 
• provide easy access to information 
• adjust procedures to respond to different needs 
• make sure complaints processes are child-friendly, culturally safe and easy to understand. 

 

As a child safe organisation, we celebrate the rich diversity of our students, families and community and 
promote respectful environments that are free from discrimination. Our focus is on wellbeing and growth 
for all. 
 

We recognise that every child has unique skills, strengths and experiences to draw on. 
 

We pay particular attention to individuals and groups of children and young people in our community with 
additional and specific needs. This includes tailoring our child safety strategies and supports to the needs of: 

• Aboriginal children and young people 
• children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds 
• children and young people with disabilities 
• children unable to live at home or impacted by family violence 
• international students 
• children and young people who identify as LGBTIQ+. 

Our Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy provides more information about the measures we have in 
place to support diversity and equity. 
 
 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2023 

Parents of children in the school with a sibling who will be starting Prep in 2023 are encouraged to collect an 
enrolment pack from the office. The forms need to be completed and returned as soon as possible. This 
information is important in the planning process for next year.   
 

If someone you know is enrolling a child to start school next year 
they are warmly invited to come along an have a tour of our great 
school.  Please let them know that enrolment packs are available 
from the school and that they can contact the school to make an 
appointment to have a tour of the school with Mr. Barry. We look 
forward to seeing our existing families and welcoming new 
families to our school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Another amazing week of learning and here are our 

 

 

 

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Laylah Baxter 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Laylah has had a wonderful week of learning in the Prep room. She has 

been Engaged in her tasks and trying her very best. I was super 

impressed with her writing skills this week. When writing her 

imaginary text about the character of her choice she easily Engaged her audience with the 

opening sentences. Well done Laylah, I can’t wait to read the rest of your story next 

week!          
 

Room 3 

Mrs Tanis 

Sadie Harrowfield     

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve and Care 

Sadie arrives at school each day with a smile on her face, a friendly greeting 

and willingness to assist when needed. She approaches all learning with a positive 

attitude, is always co-operative and strives to do her best. Sadie is a very Caring and 

considerate class member who always shows great Respect for teachers and classmates.  

This week we have been working on writing Narrative stories and Sadie was very proud 

of the “Roller Coaster Ride” story that she produced.  It had a very captivating beginning, 

which immediately drew our interest, and the events that followed left us wanting to read 

more.  

Well done, Sadie.  Keep up the great work!     
 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

 

 

 

Miss Nicholls 

Koopa Spokes 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care & Honesty 

What a wonderful week Koopa has had! He has put his head down and not 

complained about any task that has been set for him. I have been amazed at his 

determination to complete all tasks to the best of his ability. His writing this week has 

been out of this world spectacular and it has been great to see him really concentrate on 

his handwriting. Koopa has also been a very attentive listener on the floor, making sure 

that he listens to all instructions before moving off to complete the task. 

Thank you for such a wonderful week Koopa! Keep up the hard work. 

 

Ariah Patison 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Congratulations to an amazing mathematician! 

Ariah, I was super impressed with your achievement in our place-value group on 

Monday.  Working with numbers above 100 was stepping out of your comfort zone, 

however you took on the challenge and kicked goals.  I have loved working with you in 

our place-value group, as you are a student who consistently shows Respect and 

Engagement.     

Keep on reaching high and believing in yourself Ariah, as you are a star!     

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Laylah Baulch - Engage and Achieve 

Laylah has been an enthusiastic student this week. She should be very proud of the effort 

she has put into her reading and writing. It has been fantastic to hear her read with 

expression and confidently answer comprehension questions. Laylah has enjoyed 

reminding other students to break words into their syllables to be successful. She has 

worked very hard to ensure she spells accurately by writing down the sounds she can 

hear. Laylah has loved using dialogue in her writing this week and being 

creative when naming her character as part of our narrative writing focus.   

Keep loving learning Laylah and thank you for a fabulous week!  



Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Felix Shrubb     

Has demonstrated: Respect and Achieve 

Felix has had a great week in Room 5 this week! 

Well done on a great week in Room 5 Felix. Felix has been working very hard 

with his listening this week. He has been trying to limit his distractions on the table by 

putting his pencil down when listening to instructions. He has been asking questions 

before a task begins to ensure he knows how to complete his work. With our Writing 

groups, he has demonstrated Achieve by being determined to add appropriate detail to his 

writing. He has shown that a ‘less is more’ approach is better when writing a Narrative.  

Well done on your week Felix and keep up the good work! 

Room 10 

Miss Parker 

On camp 

Room 8 

Mrs Boyle 

On camp 

ART 
 

Mrs Allan 

Lily Stephens  

For demonstrating Respect, Engage, Achieve and Care. Congratulations Lily on a great 

session in art this week. You worked with great focus and care. I was particularly 

impressed with your modelling skills on your Harry Potter character. Well done, Lily! 
  

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Rylee Campbell 

Rylee is well deserving of being our musical Star this Week. Rylee has worked consistently 

all year in music and is always ensuring she gives thought to, and demonstrates, all of our 

REACH values. Rylee is a Caring and Respectful student, and it is wonderful to see her 

encouraging her classmates to have a go at learning new musical skills. Rylee is Engaged 

during every activity and tries to Achieve the best she can in all she does. She is full of 

curiosity and enthusiasm, and this helps to create a creative and fun music room. 

Congratulations, Rylee! You are a star!  

 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Jardyn Stanley 

AUSLAN Jylan Branson 

 

 

 

COLAC SHOW ENTRIES 

 
The show is back for 2022! Students will have the opportunity to enter a 
piece of their schoolwork in the junior handcraft or artwork section. In art 
this week, we have been discussing items the children may like to enter such 
as a drawing, painting, collage, handwriting piece, show poster, article of 
sewing or craftwork they have completed here at school. Next week, the 
children will choose and register the work they would like to enter. 
Any queries please feel free to message Mrs Allan via ClassDojo. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Hello Everyone,  
 
I hope you are all well and getting ready to have some ‘down time’ over the upcoming school holidays. Let’s 
hope we can get some warmer days!!!  
 
It is a special day today, R U OK? day. A question that I feel is vital to ask ourselves and others, not just today, 
but every day. Our Mental Health and Wellbeing is as important as our physical health so we need to look 
after it. 

 
 
 

Today is our national day of action when we remind Australians that every day is the day to ask “Are you 
OK?” and start a meaningful conversation whenever we spot signs that someone we care about might be 
struggling. It is also a question that we can ask someone even if we don’t notice any ‘signs’. We as humans, 
are very good at going along in the day without giving any ‘signs’. So, just ask someone, R U OK?...signs or 
no signs. 
 

 
 



 
R U OK? want us to know that we don’t need qualifications to have an R U OK? conversation. Even though 
the work of health professionals is vital, we don’t have to be an expert to ask R U OK? Listening and giving 
someone our time might be just what they need to help them through (https://www.ruok.org.au/join-r-u-
ok-day). Click on the link if you would like further information, it has some great tips on how to prepare and 
ask the question R U OK? The website provides conversation starters and resources that everyone can use. 
Ask R U OK? No qualifications needed, because a conversation could change a life. 
 
If you would like to chat further or be pointed in the right direction, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
0493 245 739, phone the school office or come to the school on a Tuesday or Wednesday. Alternatively, 
there are other services that are readily available to us all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish everyone a great weekend. 
 
Take care of yourselves and each other. Cheers Bree 
 

Barwon Mental Health Services 
13 Dennis Street, Colac, Vic 
Phone: 1300 763 254 
 
Colac Area Health  
General Counselling Services 
2-28 Connor Street 
Phone: 5232 5100 

 
OR an appointment with your local GP 

Beyond Blue     Suicide Call Back Service 
1300 224 636     1300 659 467 
beyondblue.org.au    suicidecallbackservice.org.au 
 
Lifeline          Mensline 
13 11 14     1300 789 978 
lifeline.org.au     mensline.org.au 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ruok.org.au/join-r-u-ok-day
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