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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am and after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 

there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 

Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am.    
 

Dear Parents.  

This week is National Reconciliation Week. It is a time for all 

Australians to learn about our shared history, cultures and 

achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to 

achieving reconciliation. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to reflect on the deep significance of 

National Reconciliation Week. The timing of the week is framed by two landmark events: 

• the 1967 national referendum in which more than 90 per cent of Australians voted ‘Yes’ to include 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the census and allow the Commonwealth Government 

to create laws for them 

• the anniversary of the 1992 High Court of Australia Mabo decision, named after Eddie Mabo, the man 

who fought for recognition of the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 

traditional owners of their land and waters. 

Wednesday 8th June 6.00pm – Finance meeting 

6.30pm – School Council meeting 

Monday 13th June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Tuesday 14th June Staff Professional Practice Day – Students 

not required to attend school on this day. 

Friday 24th June  Last Day Term 2 – 2.30pm finish. 
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Colac South West Primary School has a strong commitment to Aboriginal inclusion. This includes recognising 

Aboriginal culture as the world’s oldest continuous living culture and the important role of Traditional Owners 

and Elders in our communities. 

 

This year the theme for National Reconciliation Week 2022 is ‘Be Brave Make Change’. This week I attended 

the Education State Principals Conference and one of the guest speakers was a gentleman by the name of Toby 

Adams.  Toby is one of the Directors from an organisation called ‘Leading with Strength’.  They are a proud 

Indigenous organisation that delivers professional learning programs about indigenous education across 

Australia.  Toby’s message was that schools can be the vehicle of change and can shape our society.  He 

reinforced that schools need to have courage to ‘have a go’, perhaps make some mistakes along the way, to 

learn from these and to ultimately improve and do better.  I look forward to leading our school in this work as 

the stories and conversations we have will further develop our students understanding and relationship with 

our local indigenous culture.        

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

EDUCATION STATE PRINCIPAL CONFERENCE 

As mentioned above, on Monday and Tuesday I had the opportunity to attend the 2022 Principal Conference, 

the first one since 2019. It was great to spend time with principals from all over Victoria and discuss the 

challenges and successes since returning to school in 2022. I had the privilege to listen to several 

internationally renowned educators and take part in leadership workshops. The workshops I participated 

focused on: 

• Using data to identify and track student performance  

• Making numeracy count for every student, every day  

• Building a collaborative culture of teaching excellence, and 

• Facilitating wellbeing conversations that promote wellbeing and inclusion. 

The professional learnings that I have gained from this conference will now be shared with the staff to enhance 

outcomes and further build the capacity at Colac South West Primary School. Thank you to Miss Baulch for 

managing the school during my time at the conference. 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY 

This term the Department of Education and Training have enabled schools to have a 

Professional Planning Day during Term 2.  At the last meeting of School Council, 

Tuesday 14th June was approved as the day our school will have for its Professional 

Planning Day.  Students are not required to attend school on this day.  Staff will 

use this day to plan for Term 3 and beyond.  They will also have some professional 

learning around using data to inform their planning for student learning. 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 

The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety across 

organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the 

broader school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.  

We are reviewing and updating our child safety policies and procedures to ensure they meet the requirements 

of the new standards. When completed they will be available to view on our school’s website and on request 

from the office. Policies reflecting the changes based on the new Standards include:  

• Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy  

• Child Safety Code of Conduct  

• Child Safe Standards Risk Register  

• Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedure  

• Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy  

• Bullying Prevention Policy  

• Volunteers Policy  

• Digital Learning Policy     



PROMOTING OUR SCHOOL 

As the parents and carers of children at Colac South West P.S you are best placed to promote our school and 

programs to new families. If you know anyone moving into our area, has a child attending your child’s pre-

school, or who has a child starting Prep next year and is considering their school enrolment options, please 

talk to them about our school and invite them to contact the school to arrange a time for a tour. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2023 

Parents of children in the school with a sibling who will be starting Prep in 2023 are encouraged to collect an 

enrolment pack from the office. The forms need to be completed and returned by the end of term. This 

information is important in the planning process for next year.   

 

If someone you know is enrolling a child to start school next year 

they are warmly invited to come along an have a tour of our great 

school.  Please let them know that enrolment packs are available and 

that they can contact the school to make an appointment to have a 

tour of the school with the Principal, Mr. Steve Barry.  

We look forward to seeing our existing families and welcoming new 

families to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 Stars of the Week 
Congratulations to our last week’s Stars!  

 
 

 

 

 

This week I met with the stars of the week and we talked 

about the Open Night and all of the amazing activities that 

were on offer. Favourites included designing a hover board in 

the Art room and calligraphy and using pen and ink in Room 

8. 

Well done to all of our fabulous stars and thank you for 

sharing morning tea with me! 

Miss Baulch. 

 

 

 

 

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Ava Flaxman 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty.  

Ava has been a very enthusiastic learner in our classroom this week. 

We have introduced some new routines for her and she has 

independently completed the tasks set out for her. Ava loves celebrating 

the success of all the students in our room and has kind things to say about her friends. 

Keep it up Ava!  

 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Walker Howland 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE and ACHIEVE.  

Walker is receiving Room 3’s Star of the Week for his outstanding attitude, 

behaviour, effort and participation during our specialised Blue Sky Dance incursion. 

Walker worked really hard during this session to ignore any disruptions from his peers.  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
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He demonstrated Respect by Engaging in all activities, even ones which may have been 

out of his comfort zone. It has been lovely to see Walker exhibit these values during 

sessions in Room 3 too.   

 

Room 4 

Miss Nicholls 

 

 

 

Miss Watts 

Ally Chirgwin 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve. 

Congratulations on an amazing week Ally!  I have been super impressed with your 

Engagement in the classroom.  You are working consistently on your writing and are 

always trying your best.  When you don’t understand something, you’ve been inquiring 

how to do it, then giving it a go independently and with great enthusiam.   This week I’ve 

seen you self-monitor and correct your mistakes which is a fantastic skill to have. Keep up 

the great work Ally, you are kicking goals! 

 

Ahliah Ross 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty. 

Well done Ahliah on a great week at school! Ahliah always walks in with a smile and a 

‘ready to learn’ attitude. This week she has worked really hard as we completed different 

check ins about her learning. She shows Care to others by always listening to them and 

allowing them the time to speak. She is Engaged in everything that she does. Well done on 

a wonderful term so far! Keep up the hard work Ahliah! 

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Eli Haslem 

Eli has had an outstanding week.  He should be exceptionally proud of the way he has tried 

his absolute best in all learning areas.  It has been fantastic to see him take on feedback 

about his letter formation and try so had to ensure he starts his letters from the top of the 

letter and not the bottom.  Eli’s ‘gold ribbon’ writing was superb and it was lovely to see 

him show his creative voice.  He has been remembering to ask for help when he has 

trouble doing something on his computer which is excellent.   

Eli is also becoming more familiar with the ways we solve different life problems in our 

room.  It is my favourite time of the day to see him smile and see that he has believed in 

himself.  Keep being a superstar Eli!  

 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Jax Beasley    

Has demonstrated: Respect and Achieve. 

Well done on a great week in Room 5 Jax.  Jax has demonstrated Engage this week by 

continuously giving his tasks a go without complaint. During his work in Room 3 working 

on his snappy turtle poster he was able to present it. He made a speech about his poster in 

front of all the grade 3/4s and we were able to learn some interesting facts about his 

animal. 

During our dance incursion, Jax showed Respect by listening to the dance instructor and 

giving all dance moves a go. He did really well and made some awesome SUPERHERO 

poses. 

Well done on your week Jax, we are all going to miss you! 

 

 

Zoey Lloyd   

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty. 

Well done on a great week in Room 5 Zoey. Zoey always uses all five R.E.A.C.H. values 

every day in all different classes. This week she has really stood out with her presentation 

on the Koala. She spoke with a clear and loud voice and maintained good eye contact with 

her audience.  She made sure to write her speech in her own words and we all learnt some 

interesting facts about the Koala.  

She also demonstrated Respect with our dance incursion by always listening to our 

instructor. She remembered our previous lessons and was able to complete the dance 

sequence with great rythym. Well done on your week Zoey! 

 



Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Bodhi Mitchell 

Has demonstrated: Engage, Care and Achieve. 

This week has been another brilliant one in Room 10 for Bodhi! He receives our Star of 

the Week award for his hard work in preparing and performing in the Grade 6 play, 

‘Spellbound’. He was a great help to his team during rehearsals and gave an outstanding 

performance when his team put on a show for the Grade 5 students. He played his role 

with a clear voice and a great deal of comedy, which the audience enjoyed. 

Keep up the great work Bodhi, you are a star! 

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Tori King and Eva Maxfield 

Look out Hollywood, Tori and Eva are on their 

way!!! 

These two young girls put on a fantastic acting 

display for the 5/6 students today. 

They stepped so far out of their comfort zone that 

it was left on a different planet!! 

They were part of a fantastic team and delivered 

a highly engaging, energetic and funny play. 

In years to come when Tori and Eva are 

collecting their Academy Awards, we will all be able to say, “We went to school with 

those girls!” 

Tori and Eva you should both be extremely proud of your efforts as we are extremely 

proud of you! 

You are movie stars!!!!    

 

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Jylan Branson 

This award is given to Jylan for his wonderful work on his Pete Cromer inspired collage.  

Jylan’s focus and effort to achieve his personal best has been excellent. He listens 

respectfully to others, positively contributes to class discussions and takes pride in his 

artwork. 

Congratulations Jylan on completing your fabulous cockatoo!  

 

Ms Beekman 

 

LOTE 

Oscar Harrowfield 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE and ACHIEVE. 

Oscar is this week’s Auslan Star of the Week. He demonstrated all the REACH values and 

stood out for making consistently good choices in the Auslan room. Oscar always goes 

above and beyond to ensure he is watching the signer; signing along and asks clarifying 

questions to make sure he has understood. He is a great participant in Auslan activities and 

always works hard to sign to a high standard. Oscar enjoys his time in the Auslan room 

and he works co-operatively with everyone.  

Well done Oscar!  

  

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Willow Ellis 

Congratulations Willow, you are our musical star of the week! Willow is a student who 

approaches learning about music with enthusiasm, curiosity and joy. She demonstrates 

each of our REACH values consistently and helps to create a wonderful learning 

atmosphere for everyone in her class. Willow embraces every opportunity to learn about 

something new and this has been demonstrated in the way she has Engaged with each of 

our opera workshops. Well done, Willow. You are a star!  

 

Mrs Turner 

P.E. 

Raphael Murch 

 

 

 



Open Night – some of our uniform design winners 
                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners for Design your 2222 School Uniform 

Prep/1 -     Ruby Stevens 

                 Arliyah Howland 

                 Ariah Holt-Patison 

 

Yr 2 / 3 -  Eleanor Murch 

                 Harriet Elliot 

     Flynn Wolfe 

Yr 4 / 5 -  Koirannah Retallick 

                Jay Newell 

 

Yr 6 -      Talicia Mayne 

 

Sibling  -  Ellie Maxfield 

Parents  -  Tori Gregory 

      Vikki Parker 

Council Member  -  Kate Gorman 

 

Thank-you to all participants  

Mrs Turner and Ms Beekman 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A big Happy Birthday to these students 

who have had a birthday over the last 

couple of weeks: 

 

Tallyn Lubke 

Indie Sturre 

Arliyah Howland 

 
 



 

 

27th May – 3rd June

 

The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme, “Be Brave. Make Change” is a challenge to all 

Australians— individuals, families, communities, organisations and government—to Be Brave 

and tackle the unfinished business of reconciliation so we can Make Change for the benefit 

of all Australians. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Significant date: 
27 May 1967 – On this day, 
Australia’s most successful 
referendum saw more than 90 
per cent of Australians vote to 
give the Australian Government 
power to make laws for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and recognise 
them in the Census. 

Significant date: 3rd June 1992 – On this day, the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, the 
culmination of Eddie Koiki Mabo’s challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra nullius’ (land belonging to no-
one) and leading to the legal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians of lands. This decision paved the way for Native Title. 

Students completed their own ‘dream catcher’ or ‘hand in hand sun’ which are displayed in their 
classroom. The grade Prep students listened to the book ‘Somebody’s Land’ and completed their class 
display together. 


