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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan 
Country of the Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters 
on which we live, work and play.  
 

 
STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am and after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 

there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 

Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am.  

 
 

Friday 19th August Colac Primary Schools’ Badminton 

Tournament – select Year 5 / 6’s 

Monday 22nd 

August 

Friday 26th August  

Book Week commences 

 

Book Week Parade! 

Wednesday 14th 

September 

Curriculum Day 

Students do not attend school on these days. 

Monday 31st 

October 

Curriculum Day 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


Dear Parents/Carers  
 

“The more that you read, the more things you know.  
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”  

Dr Seuss 
 

I couldn't have said it better myself!  

 

Next week is ‘Book Week’. A great time to celebrate authors, illustrators 

and the importance that books and reading has in our lives. The importance 

of reading cannot be underestimated. Recognising the benefits of reading 

and acknowledging the work of our wonderful Australian authors and 

illustrators is the main focus of Book Week but sometimes it is hard for 

people to see beyond the parade and character costumes that are an integral 

part of the events that schools, and libraries hold to launch the week in a 

fun and engaging way. 

The theme for Book Week 2022 is “Dreaming with eyes open” a message 

where the possibilities are limited only by our imagination and inspired by 

the books we read. Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz and Peter Pan are 

classic stories about dreaming, but every story can be a gateway to what 

we do or how we respond in the future.  

It is important to not lose sight of how important reading is for all of us. 

The best-books-for-kids website (best-books-for-kids.com) captures the 

top ten benefits of reading: 

1. Kids who read often and widely get better at it!  

2. Reading exercises our brains.  

3. Reading improves concentration.  

4. Reading teaches children about the world around them.  

5. Reading improves a child’s vocabulary and leads to more highly developed language skills. 

6. Reading develops a child’s imagination.  

7. Reading helps kids to develop empathy.  

8. Children who read do better at school.  

9. Reading is a great form of entertainment. 

10. Reading relaxes the body and calms the mind.  

At Colac South West Primary School a major part of celebrating Book Week is the creation of our classroom’s 

Decorated Doors and the book week parade is always lots of fun and an opportunity for your child to dress up 

as their favourite book character or who or what they are dreaming of in the future. I would encourage families 

to come to school to have a look at the doors during the week or when you come along to the Parade on Friday 

26th August. It will be well worth the visit! 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

MOBILE PHONES REMINDER 

The Department of Education and Training has banned the use of mobile phones by 

students during school hours. “Mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and any device 

that may connect to or have a similar functionality to a mobile phone such as smart 

watches. Generally, it is unnecessary for students to have mobile phones at school as 

they are a distraction in class and can be used for quite a lot of mischief. Children 

who have mobile phones at school must hand them to the office for safe storage. Our 

students have been very responsible in handing in their devices each day. They should 

not be receiving or making calls. Important messages can be delivered to children via 

the office. 

 

http://www.kalamundacs.wa.edu.au/NewsAndEvents/Events/14-08-04/Dramatic_Reading_Competition_In_Class_Judging_for_Years_1-5.aspx?ReturnURL=/NewsAndEvents/School_Calendar.aspx


STAR OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to our Stars shining brightly last week!   
 

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Mahalia Shoul  

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Achieve 

Mahalia has worked hard to earn her Star of the Week certificate this 

week. She has been a leader in listening and encouraged others to do the 

same. Mahalia has presented beautiful handwriting this week and has 

shown she can write on dotted thirds! Well done Mahalia, keep up the great work!  

 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Jylan Branson 

Has demonstrated: 

RESPECT, ENGAGE and CARE 

Jylan has displayed the values of Respect, Engage and Care by looking out for his 

classmates. Jylan has taken the time to check in with others, he has asked members of 

our class if they are okay and has offered to help and support them with their work. 

Jylan was also an enthusiastic participant during our Dance Incursion. He demonstrated 

active listening skills and encouraged others to do so as well. I am so proud of the way 

you have cared for your peers this week Jylan! Well done, you are a star!     

 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

Aweng Atem 

Kai Camplete 

Have both had a great week – Well done Aweng and Kai! 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Rylee Campbell   

Engage, Achieve and Care 

Rylee has been a beautiful ray of sunshine this week. Her enthusiasm for 

learning and her peers, is delightful to see. Rylee is working hard to master her reading 

goal of grouping letters that make sounds together. She reads with enthusiasm and 

enjoys talking about what she has read. It is lovely to hear her encourage others and 

compliment them on their growing reading skills. Rylee has enjoyed learning about 

compound words and working with others to bring the two parts of the word together. 

Thank you for always smiling and sharing your love of learning Rylee!   

Keep up the wonderful work!   

Arabella Tatnell 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve and Care 

Congratulations Arabella on a wonderful week of learning. It has been a pleasure to see 

your outstanding progress during our maths lessons this week. Well done on showing 

confidence using a number line to solve worded subtraction problems. 

Arabella has worked hard in all learning areas and has especially enjoyed reading 

rotations where she used the puppets to act out the story The Elves and the Shoemaker. 

Keep up the outstanding work Arabella.    
 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Magenta Morrow    

Has demonstrated: Engage and Achieve 

Magenta has had a great week in Room 5 this week! 

Well done Magenta you have demonstrated Engage this week by coming into our 

Writing lessons with an eager attitude to learn. She missed some classes but took 

advantage of her time and finished her research on Tim Brand within the first Writing 

session. With her speech she has been Writing about Tim Brand and made sure to write 

the information she found into her own words and in full sentences. Magenta has been 

focusing on using other vocabulary instead of the word ‘and’ while also including full 

stops and capital letters. It has been great to see her acknowledge her improvement 

with her writing.  

Well done Magenta!     

 



Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Caitlin Vander Zee 

Has demonstrated: Engage, Care and Respect 

Caitlin has had another terrific week with us here in Room 10. This week it 

has been great to see Caitlin continue to push herself to improve her Maths skills. 

Recently she put in a huge effort when we were studying Time. This can be a really 

tricky topic but she stuck at it and was able to make great improvements.   

Well done on coming to school with such a great attitude and continuing to have a go 

at all tasks, even if they seem difficult at first. Keep up the great work Caitlin!! ☺  

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Teleah Baines 

Teleah gets this award for all the REACH values. 

Teleah was awfully unwell last week however she has made a wonderful return this 

week. She has Engaged in every lesson which has given her the best opportunity to 

catch up on her learning. I am extremely proud of her for reaching out to me when she 

was feeling uncomfortable about presenting her project to the class. This enabled us to 

form a plan to ensure her presentation was successful and she was not stressed. We are 

so proud of you Teleah, you are a star!  

  

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Evie Beasley 

For wonderful sewing. 

Evie’s focus and effort to achieve her personal best this week in Art was excellent. She 

listened attentively to instructions and made a beautiful start to her sewing piece. 

Congratulations Evie!  

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Jylan Branson 

Jylan is very deserving of being our musical Star of the Week. There are many ways 

that Jylan contributes positively to our music lessons, and he always strives to 

demonstrate the REACH values and Engage with each activity. Jylan brings a smile 

and enthusiasm to everything he is learning about in music, and it is wonderful to see 

him Engage with new experiences and opportunities to develop musical skills.  Jylan 

shows Care for others and tries to ensure we all enjoy making music together. He is 

trying hard to Achieve his best and bring joy into the music room.  

What a star!  

 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Sadie McKeown 

 

PARENT SURVEY 

                 Thank you to the 6 families who have completed the Parent Survey so far this year! 

A reminder to our families that the Parent/Carer Survey is 

now open.  Details about how to access the survey were 

sent home with students last week.  If you have not 

received this information, please contact the school.   

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an 

annual survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training that is designed to assist schools in gaining an 

understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behavior, and student engagement. We encourage 

all families to participate in this survey. Our school will 

use the survey results to help inform and direct future 

school planning and improvement strategies. 

We really do appreciate your support in completing this survey. 



CURRICULUM DAY – Wednesday 14th September 

At the last night’s meeting of School Council, Wednesday 14th September was 

approved as a Curriculum Day.  Students are not required to attend school 

on this day.  Staff will use this day to continue their work on the Big ideas in 

Maths.  This on-line program is facilitated by the Mathematical Association of 

Victoria.  We are very fortunate to be able to access this high-quality 

professional learning.  Another Curriculum Day was also approved for 

Monday 31st October which is the day before the Melbourne Cup holiday. 

 

  

 

 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

In a recent newsletter, we provided information about the new Child Safe Standards which came into effect 

on the 1st of July 2022. 

Throughout Terms 3 and 4, we will provide information through the newsletter outlining what each Child Safe 

Standard means and what we are doing at school to meet the standard and to help keep children safe from 

abuse.  This week we explain Child Safe Standard 2. 

 

Child Safe Standard 2: Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in leadership, governance and culture 

This standard emphasises the vital role that school leaders and governing authorities have in establishing: 

• a culture where child abuse and harm is not tolerated 

• effective systems and processes to implement child safe policies and practices and manage child abuse 

risks. 

• Schools must take deliberate steps to promote child safety and wellbeing and protect children by 

embedding and promoting a child safety culture at all levels of the organisation. 

• School leaders actively modelling such a culture. 

• Ensuring transparent governance arrangements. 

 

At Colac South West Primary School, we have a School Council approved Child Safe Policy and Child Safety 

Code of Conduct which clearly outlines the expected behaviours of staff, visitors and volunteers in the school, 

and the role and responsibilities of school leadership, staff, volunteers and School Council. 

Our principal and child safety champions (Wellbeing Team) are the first point of contact for child safety 

concerns or queries and for coordinating responses to child safety incidents. 

 

• The Principal is responsible for monitoring the school’s compliance with the Child Safety Policy. 

Anyone in our school community should approach the Principal if they have any concerns about the 

school’s compliance with the Child Safety Policy. 

• The Principal is responsible for informing the school community about this policy, and making it 

publicly available 

• Other actions taken by the school under this standard include: 

• Regular, scheduled review of all policies and documentation relating to Child Safety. 

• Development and yearly review of risk management strategies. 

• Ensure that all records are securely stored and meet Department policy for records management. 

• Training and induction processes for staff and volunteers. All Child Safe related policies can be found 

here on our school website. 

 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and welcome 

feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child 

safety policies, procedures and practices. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2023 

Parents of children in the school with a sibling who will be starting Prep in 2023 are encouraged to collect an 

enrolment pack from the office. The forms need to be completed and returned as soon as possible. This 

information is important in the planning process for next year.   



 

If someone you know is enrolling a child to start school next year 

they are warmly invited to come along and have a tour of our great 

school.  Please let them know that enrolment packs are available 

from the school office and that they can make an appointment to 

have a tour of the school with Mr. Barry. We look forward to seeing 

our existing families and welcoming new families to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT’S NEARLY HERE!!!!  

NEXT WEEK 
The best week of the year… 

❤️❤️❤️ BOOKWEEK!!! ❤️❤️❤️ 

Next week CSW will be celebrating Book Week 

across the school. Classes will be exploring the 

shortlisted books and engaging in fun activities.  

On Friday 26th August we will be holding our 

dress up day.  

Students are encouraged to come along to school 

dressed as their favourite book character.  

Families are welcome to join us in the MPR to watch our dress-up parade from 9am. You can then check out 

our magnificent doorways!! 

  

Susan Boyle 

Grade 5/6 Teacher 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


