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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am and after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 

there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 

Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am.    
 

 
Dear Parents,  

This year’s theme for Education Week is 150 Years of Public 

Education.  The Victorian Education Act was passed in 1872 and 

was the first established in the Australian colonies as well as the 

first of its kind in the world.   Education was free and compulsory, 

so the whole community would benefit. All children aged 6-15 

years had to attend school unless they had a reasonable excuse. 

Colac South West Primary School is the youngest of the public schools in Colac.   On 17 August 1959, a letter 

was sent from Elliminyt State School informing parents of the opening of a brand-new state school located in 

Wilson Street Colac, and it included a hand drawn map showing the designated area which the pupils were to 

enrol from.   

Colac South West State School - Number 4775 opened nearly 63 years ago, with an opening flag ceremony. 

The Official Opening was officiated by the District Inspector, Mr. F.R. Budge on Tuesday 8th September 

1959.  Seven staff members and twenty parents attended the opening, along with the 220 children who started 

on that first day. Mr. Ivor Lawson was the first headmaster of Colac South West Primary School. 

Monday 13th June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Tuesday 14th June Staff Professional Practice Day – Students 

not required to attend school on this day. 

Friday 24th June  Last Day Term 2 – 2.30pm finish. 

mailto:colac.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.colac-sw-ps.vic.edu.au/


It is nice to reflect on our school’s short history during a week where we are celebrating 150 years of public 

education.  Colac South West along with Colac, Colac West and Elliminyt Primary schools have all made a 

significant contribution to education in Colac during this time.  

 

On Tuesday morning we welcomed families with children starting school next year who came along and had 

a look at our Prep program and classroom.  The parents who visited enjoyed the opportunity to visit the Prep 

room and see our current Preps at work.  I also enjoyed the opportunity of showing parents new to our school 

the facilities and sharing with them the great things we do at Colac South West. 

  

Last night our school was transformed into a time machine which 

allowed all those attending the chance to travel back into the past, enjoy 

the present and experience the future.  The excitement from the children 

was contagious as many enthusiastically told me they were coming to 

the Open Night and asking whether I would be there.  I would not have 

missed it for the world!  I certainly enjoyed greeting families as they 

came along.  Feedback from those attending was positive, with families 

enjoying the opportunity to explore the present by identifying staff from 

their prep photos. Going back in time to look at our school’s history, 

playing old time games, writing using a blackboard and ink and using old fashioned communications. Then 

they were transported into the future where they designed a school uniform, a hover board, planted seeds after 

a nuclear event and created music to power the planet.   We had over 35 families and approximately 120 

people participating in this wonderful event and there was a great deal of fun, laughter and family spirit 

displayed. A BIG thank you to Miss Rodgers who coordinated this event for our school and to all staff who 

organised the various activities and assisted prior to and on the night. 

 

Thank you to all our families who continue to support our school and a very big thank you to our wonderful 

students who participated and continue to demonstrate our school’s REACH values each day.    

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

STAR OF THE WEEK 

 

A big Congratulations to last weeks STARS!  

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Ace Beasley 

Has demonstrated: 

Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Ace’s enthusiasm for learning has been amazing in Room 11. He 

is Engaged in our lessons and loves answering questions during 

floor time. Ace wows us every day with his knowledge of vocab 

and teaches us the meaning of new words from books we read. 

Keep up the great work Ace!     
 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Indie Sturre 

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

Indie displays all our REACH values each and every day. She works quietly and 

diligently during all sessions. This was especially evident this week when completing 

her Blue Tongue Lizard poster. Indie has demonstrated persistence and her personal 

best by ensuring her poster was completed on time, even when she spent time during 

these sessions at tutoring.  

Well done Indie. You are a star! 
 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

Max Lloyd 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care & Honesty 

Well done on a great week of work Max! He has shown enthusiasm in 

what he is doing and enjoying school. His work on his information report about cows 



was great to read. Max has been working really hard in Sounds Write to say the 

sounds he is hearing and also think about the spelling choices that he is making when 

there are multiple options. Max has been engaged in all learning tasks this week and 

has achieved his best work. Well done on a great week Max! Keep up the hard work. 

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Ariah Patison 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage and Care 

Ariah should be exceptionally proud of her efforts this week. It is a delight watching 

her confidence grow every day. From Engaging in role play in front of the class 

during Respectful Relationships to her writing during Inquiry where she confidently 

comes up with her own ideas. Ariah shows Respect and Care towards fellow class 

members and consistently tries her best.  

Keep up the great work Ariah and thank you for all your efforts!   

 

Declan Ellen 

Has demonstrated: Engage and Achieve 

Declan has had a fantastic week in Room 6. It has been wonderful to hear 

him talk in detail about the things that interest him and happen in his life. 

Declan should be VERY PROUD of his growing sound knowledge and his ability to 

link these to written letters. It has been lovely to see him think about his work and try 

and be as independent as possible. Declan has worked incredibly hard to accurately 

use a number line to add numbers together and accurately say these numbers too.  

Thank you for a wonderful week Declan and keep up your amazing efforts! 

 

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Jorja Kelly 

Has demonstrated: Respect and Achieve  

Jorja has had a great week in Room 5. I was very impressed with Jorja in our 

Chance Escape Room that we completed. She was working in such a good 

team that they managed to work together to gain the key out of the classroom. We 

have had such a big focus on showing good sportsmanship and she demonstrated this. 

When her group won all of the challenges, they took their win with pride and went 

around and helped the other groups with the last challenge. I am super impressed with 

her resilience and sportsmanship this week. Keep it up! 

 

Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Nadia Maxfield 

Has demonstrated: Engage, Achieve 

Nadia has had a brilliant week with us in Room 10! This week is has been 

so pleasing to see Nadia working well with her partner to complete their wonderful 

research project on Mercury. It was terrific to see her take on the role as a leader and 

help her team stay on track and produce something really special. 

In addition to this, she has tried her best in every class throughout the week. Well 

done for having such a great attitude towards your studies Nadia! 

 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Ayen Atem 

Ayen is a wonderful student of Room 8 and someone who leads by example 

every day. She is enthusiastic about everything we do and always joins in 

with a smile on her face. She has a fantastic work ethic and is Engaged in all 

lessons all the time. 

Ayen has demonstrated her determination and commitment to be her best during these 

last two weeks of NAPLAN testing. She has attacked every test head on and stayed 

focused to give them her utmost.  

Ayen shows Care and Respect to all her classmates and teachers and is an excellent 

friend to everyone. 

We are so lucky to have you in our classroom Ayen…. You are a star!  

 

 



ART 

Mrs Allan 

Ava Connley 

Ava has been taking care with her artwork. 

Ava is a motivated and independent student in Art sessions. She pays particular 

attention to detail and has demonstrated excellent layering skills 

whilst working on her insect collage. Congratulations, Ava.  

 

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

Talicia Mayne 

Congratulations Talicia, you are our musical star of the week! I have been impressed 

with the way you have approached your learning in music classes and the way you 

display our REACH values. You have demonstrated the values of Engage and 

Achieve in being willing to remain open minded and have a go at new experiences 

that you may find challenging. It is wonderful to see you embrace music and engage 

with it in a way that feels comfortable and exciting for you. You are a star Talicia and 

should be very proud of all you have achieved in music this year.  Well done, Talicia! 

 

Mrs Turner 

P.E. 

Walker Howland 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY 

This term the Department of Education and Training have enabled schools to have a 

Professional Planning Day during Term 2.  At the last meeting of School Council, 

Monday 14th June was approved as the day our school will have for its Professional 

Planning Day.  Students are not required to attend school on this day.  Staff will 

use this day to plan for Term 3 and beyond.  They will also have some professional 

learning around using data to inform their planning for student learning.     

 

COVID CLINIC 

Interconnect healthcare in conjunction with Dept of Education and Training are working together to deliver 

COVID-19 vaccines to our school community in the coming weeks. 

 The date and time for the provision of the COVID-19 vaccination clinic will be on Tuesday 31st May from 

3.15 – 5.15pm. 

Community Engagement Activities 

To help build awareness amongst families and address potential hesitancy to attend the clinic, they have 

developed an engaging plan of activities to roll-out leading up to the vaccination clinic, including; 

• An Information and Question & Answer session will be held prior to the scheduled vaccination 

time.  This session will be from 2.15-3.15pm in the Multi-Purpose Room..  

• The community Vaccination Clinic will dispense vaccinations from 3.15 – 5.15pm. 

Bookings are available online via the following link: 

https://interconnect.book.vaxapp.com.au/workplace/colacsouthwestprimary-KSvFg6 

or via the QR code located on the poster included in today’s newsletter. 

There is also a Q & A Webinar which can be accessed via: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIBFGfTlcHQ 

   

PROMOTING OUR SCHOOL 

As the parents and carers of children at Colac South West P.S you are best placed to promote our school and 

programs to new families. If you know anyone moving into our area, has a child attending your child’s pre-

school, or who has a child starting Prep next year and is considering their school enrolment options, please 

talk to them about our school and invite them to contact the school to arrange a time for a tour. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finterconnect.book.vaxapp.com.au%2Fworkplace%2Fcolacsouthwestprimary-KSvFg6&data=05%7C01%7Cstephen.barry%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4a9021f0499c48f5d88a08da3c862d91%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637888844261803617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TBhxzp1zEXxG3ZDfGTMu2lKrLd1kQolrOHtFDc3Y2g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DoIBFGfTlcHQ&data=05%7C01%7Cstephen.barry%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4a9021f0499c48f5d88a08da3c862d91%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637888844261803617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pMazoW6Vx5MZap0rltRFtZ1ivHcOgqWztwYezXysmDs%3D&reserved=0


PREP ENROLMENTS 2023 

Parents of children in the school with a sibling who will be starting 

Prep in 2023 are encouraged to collect an enrolment pack from the 

office. The forms need to be completed and returned by the end of 

term. This information is important in the planning process for 

next year.   

If someone you know is enrolling a child to start school next year 

they are warmly invited to come along an have a tour of our great 

school.  Please let them know that enrolment packs are available  

and that they can contact the school to make an appointment to 

have a tour of the school with the Principal, Mr. Steve Barry.  

We look forward to seeing our existing families and welcoming 

new families to our school. 

 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

Following the recent changes in relation to the 

COVID restrictions I am delighted to be able to invite 

parents to our Friday Assemblies.  Our Friday 

Assembly is held in the Multi-Purpose Room and 

commences at 2.30pm.  We do however ask parents 

to use hand sanitizer upon entry and to maintain a 

level of social distancing.  The School Captains lead Assembly with participation from our students.  I know 

parents particularly enjoy coming to Assembly to see their child receive a Star of the Week Award.  Teachers 

will notify families prior to the day if a child is receiving an award that week.  We look forward to welcoming 

you back to our Friday Assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Music Show held last Friday 

was a huge success! 

As you can see our students 

really got involved! 



Education Week – Our theme Past Present 

Future!  150 Years of Public Education. Colac 

South West State School – Number 4775 opened 

nearly 63 years ago. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Hmmm!! 
Definitely Old School!! 

Thanks for 

coming, we had a 

really good time! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


