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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am and after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 

there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 

Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 

 

 
 
Dear Parents.  

This Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day. A special day to highlight the central roles our Mothers play in our 

lives. We also celebrate all the other women in our lives such as grandmothers, stepmothers, aunts, cousins, 

teachers and special friends who have helped to shape and form us into the person we are today.  To all of the 

mothers in our community – I hope you have a wonderful weekend where you feel very much loved and 

appreciated. Have a Happy Mother’s Day!  

Friday 6th May  Mother’s Day Breakfast and stall 

Tuesday 10th May NAPLAN testing commences 

Wednesday 11th May School Cross Country 

Thursday 12th May School Photos 

Friday 20th May Walk Safely to School Day 
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We are certainly looking forward to the Mother’s Day Breakfast tomorrow and thank you to all of our staff 

who assisted with this.  Particular thanks to Richard Van Niekerk and Anne Finn for coordinating the breakfast 

for our school this year. The breakfast will start at 8.00 am. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

I would also like to thank School Council members and other parents for purchasing and organising the gifts 

for the Mother’s Day Stall which will be held tomorrow.  Gifts can be purchased for  $5.00 each. Special 

thanks to Bronwyn Babington for her continued support and work for our school. Thank you to all the 

volunteers who are helping out on the day. The students love shopping for their mum and choosing a special 

gift.   

 

Have a great week! 

Steve Barry 

 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week. Well done everyone! 

 
Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Frankie Potter 

Has demonstrated: 

Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty  

Frankie has had a fantastic week back at school after the holidays. She 

has shown the school value of Engage each lesson by answering 

questions, following along with reading and helping others with their learning. Frankie 

completed a great book response to Mrs Wishy Washy, including detailed pictures of the 

characters and the main events that took place. She should be very proud! Well done 

Frankie!  
  

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Sadie Harrowfield        

Has demonstrated: RESPECT, ENGAGE, ACHIEVE, CARE and HONESTY 

Sadie consistently demonstrates Respect and Engagement in Room 3. She always displays 

the 5L’s of listening and tries her hardest, completing all tasks with a smile on her face. 

This week, Sadie has demonstrated persistence, enthusiasm, and her personal best in her 

Dear Mr Barry letter. Sadie also displayed the utmost level of respect during the 

Combined Schools ANZAC Day Ceremony. She represented our school and choir 

brilliantly, singing with pride. 

Well done Sadie. You are a star!  

 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

Eleanor Murch 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage & Achieve. Eleanor has come back to school 

with such enthusiasm to learn. Her work about her holidays showed great detail. Her 

drawings about the different parts of her holiday were very detailed and interesting to look 

at. Miss Nicholls and Miss Watts were very impressed with the way she matched the 

frame colours to her emotions about what was happening in the pictures. When Eleanor 

then continued to write about her holidays she included great details about the events. I 

liked how she included information about how her brother felt during their Easter egg 

hunt. Thank you for the way you have come back to school ready to learn Eleanor! Keep 

up the hard work!   

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Daisy Parsons 

Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty. 

Every day that Daisy is in Room 6 is a fantastic day! Her energy, desire to learn and 

enthusiasm to help her classmates and be a beautiful friend, is delightful. She should be 

proud of the effort she puts into her work and especially the way she reflects on the 

feedback is can be given. Daisy tries hard in all learning areas and is very good at solving 

problems independently. It is always lovely to see her help others and brighten our room 

with a joke, funny comment or a smile. 



Daisy D, it is an absolute delight to have you in Room 6 and I look forward to seeing what 

else the rest of our year together has in store. Keep up the wonderful work and most of all, 

please keep being proud of your achievements and efforts!    
  

Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Jyrah Kent   

Has demonstrated: Engage, Achieve and Care 

Jyrah has had an amazing first week back of term 2! 

Jyrah demonstrated Achieve this week by writing a great letter to his sister from the 

perspective of a soldier on his first day back. He focused on his goal of handwriting and 

wrote very neatly on the line and remembered to include spaces between his words.  

Jyrah also showed Engage this week by continuously putting his hand up to answer 

questions during our Inquiry lesson about the first people on Australian land. 

Jyrah demonstrated Care with his work this week by taking his time with completing his 

task to ensure a neat and organised look.  

Well done Jyrah!  
 

Room 10 

 

Mr Brown 

Caitlin Vander Zee 

Caitlin has demonstrated: Engage, Care, Respect. 

Caitlin has had a brilliant first week back with us here in Room 10. It has been terrific to 

see Caitlin return from holidays with a great big smile, ready to engage with all activities 

in the classroom. This week we have completed our Bushranger presentations. Caitlin did 

a wonderful job of undertaking research and presenting the information in a way that is 

clear and easy to understand. 

  

In addition to her wonderful work in the classroom. Caitlin has had a great time 

socialising with her peers. She is always a friendly and productive team member who tries 

her best to help those around her. Keep up the great work Caitlin! 
 

Room 8 

 

Mrs Boyle 

Luke Parsons 

WOW!! Luke has had a fantastic return to school for Term 2. 

Luke demonstrated Respect on Tuesday when attending the Colac Schools ANZAC 

Service and then when walking through the cemetery and exploring the graves of our 

service men and women. 

I am so impressed with how Luke has Engaged this week in all of our lessons. His 

dedication and commitment to learning about ANZAC animals and answering questions 

and contributing to class discussions has been fantastic. His efforts in researching the 

history of our ANZACs and has been outstanding!  

Luke has demonstrated an ability to work independently on tasks and has produced work 

of which he should be extremely proud. 

It is so pleasing to see you continue to take charge of your own learning Luke.  

Well done…..you are a star!! 

  

ART 

Mrs Allan 

Flynn Wolfe 

Flynn has had a wonderful start to Term 2 in the Art Room.  Flynn listened attentively to 

the lesson and contributed ideas to our discussion and made a fabulous plan 

for his Pete Cromer inspired collage.   Congratulations Flynn!  

 

Ms Beekman 

 

LOTE 

Harmony Rogerson-Stoke 

Congratulations Harmony!  

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

Noah Goulter 
Noah has worked so hard to earn the award for Musical Star of the Week and is to be 

congratulated for his exceptional effort. He has focused himself to apply our REACH 

values and has made gradual progress week by week. Noah is always engaged and 

enthusiastic in music. He demonstrates interest and curiosity to learn new concepts 

and is keen to share his own musical expertise when he can. Noah has shown a 



 particular willingness to be helpful and assist in setting up or packing away instruments 

which is greatly appreciated. Keep on trying Noah. You are a star! 
 

Mrs Turner 

P.E. 

Bella Parsons 

 

OUTBREAKS OF VIRAL GASTROENTERITIS 

A nasty Gastro outbreak has been affecting a number of our students over the course of the past week. 

Other schools have also reported children affected by Gastroenteritis. Schools have previously received 

the following advice in light of cases of viral gastroenteritis (gastro) outbreaks in Victoria.  

 

Gastro is particularly infectious and can be spread in the following ways:  

• through person-to-person contact  

• through the air when a person vomits  

• via contact with contaminated items and surfaces.  

 

IDENTIFYING A GASTRO OUTBREAK  

A gastro outbreak may be defined as two or more cases of vomiting or diarrhoea among children or staff 

within 48 hours of each other, and where the symptoms cannot be explained by medication or other medical 

conditions.  

 

HELPING PREVENT GASTRO  

While alcohol-based hand sanitisers are recommended to prevent transmission of COVID-19, they are not 

effective for dealing with many of the viruses that cause gastro. The most effective ways to prevent gastro are:  

• wash hands thoroughly with soap and running water for 20 seconds, especially before preparing or eating 

meals and after using the toilet  

• anyone (staff and students) who develops vomiting or diarrhoea should stay home for 48 hours after their 

symptoms have passed, as they may still be infectious during this period  

• clean and sanitise facilities following Department of Health guidelines  

• see a GP for advice and testing if symptoms are severe or persist.  

 

TREATING GASTRO 

The most important treatment of gastro is hydration. Frequent small sips of water or rehydration fluids can 

help keep your fluid levels up and avoid the dreaded dehydration. Even crunching on ice chips can ensure you 

are getting some fluid in. 

SUPPORT 

Importantly, we need your support as parents in this matter to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the children 

and staff. It is very important to keep your child/children at home if they are showing any signs of gastro. 

It can spread very easily and quickly to the other children and class teachers and make them unwell, too. 

If you have any other questions and/or concerns, be sure to chat with your healthcare practitioner. 

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training to assist the school to gain an understanding of our students' perceptions and experience of school. 

Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school. Next week a parent 

information letter will be sent home to students in Grades 4 to 6. The letter will also indicate the timeframe in 

which we will run the survey. 

LATE ARRIVALS 

All children who arrive at school after 9.00am must report to the main office before attending their classrooms 

or specialist lessons. If you are dropping your children at school personally, then please bring them to the main 

office entrance where you can sign them in and they will receive a late pass from an admin staff member. 

Should they come to school by themselves, please remind them that they must report firstly to the School 

Office. 



PROMOTING OUR SCHOOL 

 

As the parents and carers of children at Colac South West P.S you are best placed to promote our school and 

programs to new families. If you know anyone moving into our area, has a child attending your child’s pre-

school, or who has a child starting Prep next year and is considering their school enrolment options, please 

talk to them about our school and invite them to contact the school to arrange a time for a tour. 

 

COVID SETTINGS FOR TERM 2 

Changes to mask wearing for primary school students 

From 11:59pm Friday 22 April 2022, face masks are not required in any school setting. 

This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face 

masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask may do so. 

Household contacts (close contacts) 

Students and staff who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine. 

They can return to school as long as: 

• they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day period 

• wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8 and above, unless they have a valid exemption. 

Students who return a positive RAT result during this period must isolate for 7 days and not attend school. 

Rapid antigen test program 

The rapid antigen test (RAT) program for schools has been extended for the first 4 weeks of Term 2. Schools 

will receive their RAT allocation for weeks 3 and 4 of Term 2 by Friday 6 May 2022.  If you require additional 

RAT’s please contact the school office. 

Update to testing and screening requirements for students  

Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 and have completed their 7-day isolation period 

now do not need to undertake RAT screening for 12 weeks from the end of their isolation. This period was 

previously 8 weeks. 

Visitors 

Parents, carers and other adult visitors are no longer required to show evidence of 2 doses of a COVID-19 

vaccine if not performing work or volunteering at the school. All visitors and volunteers who attend to perform 

work must continue to comply with current school based vaccination requirements unless they have an 

approved medical exemption. 

 

NEWSLETTER  REMINDER -  CHANGES TO OUR CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS 

 
Previously our school Newsletter has been printed, posted on Compass and on Dojo.  We are very conscious 

of the amount of paper we are using to process this document and that a lot of families no longer require a 

hard copy, therefore if you would like a hard copy of our Newsletter please advise the school office. 

As of Term 2 we will only be printing a few hardcopies and will send them home to families that have 

requested one. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

 
Following the recent changes in relation to the COVID restrictions I am delighted to be able to invite parents 

to our Friday Assemblies.  Our Friday Assembly is held in the Multi-Purpose Room and commences at 

2.30pm.  We do however ask parents to use hand sanitizer upon entry and to maintain a level of social 

distancing.  The School Captains lead Assembly with participation from our students.  I know parents 

particularly enjoy coming to Assembly to see their child receive a Star of the Week Award.  Teachers will 

notify families prior to the day if a child is receiving an award that week.  We look forward to welcoming you 

back to our Friday Assembly. 

 
 

Sporting Schools Golf 
Years 5/6 ventured to the Colac Golf Course on a sunny 

Colac Tuesday to participate in a 

Sporting Schools funded golfing experience. Mr 

Murray McCoombe took the children through the 

various skills needed for an iron and a wood club at the 

driving range. Mr McCoombe then challenged 

every Year 5/6 to hit a target. Those who did are 

pictured here. A special mention to Kaydence Calder 

who hit the target 3 times from 10 balls. 

From the driving range we moved to the practice 

putting green. With many balls rolling from one side to 

the other side at the start, most children fine-tuned their 

swing and made massive improvements to their putting. 

 



 
Welcome back to Term 2. I hope all is well. I had a nice rest and time with my family over the holidays; 
however, we did have many late nights, sleep ins and sleep overs which has made it a bit tricky for my little 
people to transition back into school life/routine. To help with the transition back to school, I have come 
up with my own night time plan to try and help my guys transition easier to school life in Term 2 (I am not 
sure about anyone else, but night time plans completely went out the window for me during COVID).  
 
In a newsletter last term, I shared a morning plan with you all, so this term I thought I’d share a night time 
plan. I am definitely not an expert, we don’t receive a manual with each child, however I believe if we 
share ideas, we can all survive this parenting/carer gig together. Please feel free to share any of your ideas 
with me via dojo or text on 0493 245 739. 
 
Now, having an after school/night time plan is very new to me…so I am not sure how this will go…I am 
going to print it off and put it near the fridge where the kids can see it. If you would like a copy, please 
print it off, or contact me and I can do it for you (and of course add/take out activities to suit your 
household). As we all know, every household is different, every night is different, with different family 
activities and different things happening in your family’s world. I am going to take baby steps and hope this 
plan works for one or two nights this week and then two or three the following week. I am preparing 
myself with, change takes time… 
 
Keep in touch. 
 
Cheers Bree  
 

- Lunch boxes on bench 
- School bags away 
- 1-hour technology (with 10- and 

5-minute warnings) 
- Homework 
- Tea (take dishes to the sink) 
- Shower/bath (dirty clothes to the 

laundry) 
- Bedtime between 7:30 and 8pm 

(option to read books) 
 

 

            


