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Vision Statement: At Colac South West Primary School we will provide opportunities for all students to achieve to a high 

standard in a supportive, challenging and engaging environment where all members proudly display the values of Respect, 

Engage, Achieve, Care and Honesty in order to equip them with the necessary skills and values to prepare them for the future. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

         
 

Colac South West Primary School is committed to the child safe standards. 
These standards are in place at our school to prevent and respond to allegations of child abuse. 
Should you need further advice or wish to report a concern regarding child abuse you can contact: 

• Colac South West Primary School Principal - Mr. Stephen Barry on 5232 1170 

• DHHS Child protection on 131278 
• Colac Police on 5232 8200 or call 000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

Colac South West Primary School is located in Gulidjan Country of 
the Maar Nation.   
We pay our respects to the Gulidjan people - past, present and 
emerging, as the traditional custodians of the land and waters on 
which we live, work and play.  

 
STUDENT PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION 

The school offers yard supervision from 8.45am & after school until 3.30pm.  Parents are reminded that 
there is no teacher supervision outside of these times.  Children are invited to attend Breakfast Club on 
Tuesday and Wednesday between 8:20am and 8:50am. 
All staff have a Briefing from 8.30- to 8.45am each Friday.  

Friday 16th 

September 

Last Day Term 3 – 2:30 p.m. Finish 

Footy Colours Day 

October WALKTOBER 

Monday 3rd 

October 

First Day Term 4 

Canteen – order on APP see inside for 

details 

Monday 31st 

October 

Curriculum Day – Pupil Free Day 

Students do not attend school on this day 

Tuesday 1st 

November 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Monday 21st 

November  

Combined Staff Professional Practice Day – 

Students not required to attend school on 

this day. 
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Dear Parents/Carers,  
As we approach the end of another great term at Colac South 
West Primary School, it’s nice to reflect on the fact there have 
been no disruptions to our students learning in the year to date.   
Although in many ways challenging with illness, staffing 
shortages and navigating the changing landscape in relation to 
COVID, the continuity that we have been able to maintain has 
be extraordinary.  

In spite of these challenges our school has continued to provide great teaching and learning programs and 
activities every day in all classrooms and specialist areas. Congratulations to all the students for a great term 
of learning and for all your hard work to reach your individual goals.  
Thank you also to the staff and families that have supported their students across a very productive term. 
 
Listed below are a few great events that have occurred this term; 

• Face to Face - Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

• Father’s Day Stall and Breakfast   

• NAIDOC – Celebration Day and 
Activities 

• Therapeutic Martial Arts Training 
(MAT) – Selected 5/6 boys 

• Blue Sky Dance Program • Prep 100 days at school 

• Interschool Winter Sport  • Badminton and Basketball Clinics 

• Book Week –Parade and 
Decorated Doors 

• Grade 1/2 Ten Pin Bowling excursion  

• Battle of the Books • Badminton District Tournament 

• Grade 5/6 camp to Tandara – Halls 
Gap 

• Grade 5/6 Parent Information session 
on Transition and Engagement 

• CORAG Disco • Footy Colours Day (tomorrow) 

It has been a BIG term! 
 
Have a great holiday! 
Steve Barry 

END OF TERM REMINDER 

The last day of Term 3 is tomorrow, and we would like to remind families that we finish at 2.30pm. Please 
ensure you make arrangements to have your children collected at the earlier finish time.   

SCHOOL COUNCIL SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Last night we had our September school council meeting and the following were the key discussion points:  

• Finance, Principal, Buildings and Grounds, Education and Policy, and Community Partnerships and 
Fundraising Reports 

• Report and approval of Grade 1/2 Bowling excursion 

• Approval of a Combined Professional Practice Day for staff on Monday 21st November – Students 
not required to attend school on this day. 

• Approval of a CORAG Disco in the BER sometime in November. 

• Consultation and approval of the following policies: 
o Child Safe Code of Conduct 
o Attendance 
o Bullying 
o Child Safe 
o Mandatory Reporting 
o Statement of Values and School Philosophy 

• Discussion and information regarding the School Review process for Term 1, 2023 including the 
compliance component which will take place in Term 4, 2022 

• Planning for an Election BBQ in November. 



CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

In a recent newsletter, we provided information about the new Child Safe Standards which came into effect 
on the 1st of July 2022. 
Throughout Terms 3 and 4, we will provide information through the newsletter outlining what each Child 
Safe Standard means and what we are doing at school to meet the standard and to help keep children safe 
from abuse.  This week we explain Child Safe Standard 6. 

Child Safe Standard 6: Suitable Staff and Volunteers 
This standard focuses on ensuring that people who work with children and young people are suitable and 
supported to act in a child safe way. Schools should make child safety and wellbeing a key consideration 
when recruiting staff and volunteers. 
 
At Colac South West Primary School, we apply robust child safe recruitment, induction, training, and 
supervision practices to ensure that all staff, contractors, and volunteers are suitable to work with children. 
 
We do this by: 

• Following the Department of Education and Training’s recruitment policies and guidelines. 

• collect and record: 
➢ proof of the person’s identity and any professional or other qualifications 
➢ the person’s history of working with children 
➢ references that address suitability for the job and working with children. 

• sight, verify and record the person’s Working with Children clearance or equivalent background check 
such as a Victorian teaching registration 

• Child Safe Induction for all new staff and annually for all existing staff. 

• Child Safe Induction for all visitors, volunteers and Casual Replacement staff. 
 
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS AT COLAC SOUTH WEST 

Last week I provided an overview of the Respectful Relationship program and how it fits within the Victorian 
Curriculum. As part of the curriculum the Respectful Relationship program assists students to: develop the 
knowledge, understanding and skills to strengthen their sense of self, build and manage safe and respectful 
relationships; and recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for others and establish and build a 
framework for positive relationships.  
 
The learning materials cover eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning across all levels of primary 
education. These include Emotional literacy, Personal strengths, Positive coping, Problem solving, Stress 
management, Help seeking, Gender identity and Positive gender relationships.  
 
Last week I provided a summary of topics 1 & 2. The following is a short summary of the goals of topics 3 & 
4:  

• Topic 3: ‘Positive Coping’ aims to assist students to understand how their emotional responses to 
situations can differ in depth. Identify strategies to manage some emotional situations in both 
familiar and unfamiliar situations and learn and practise self-calming techniques. 

• Topic 4: ‘Problem solving’ aims to assist students to enhance relationships through effective 
communication skills. Understand what it is to cooperate in a positive way and understand the 
consequences of group decisions in a range of situations. Develop strategies to assist with conflict 
resolution and learn to apply these strategies in situations that make them feel uncomfortable or 
unsafe.  

 
I will provide a summary of the remaining Respectful Relationship topics in the newsletter next term. 
 
 
 



SCHOOL UNIFORM AND SUN HATS 

Thank you to our families for supporting our school uniform. These school 
holidays are an ideal opportunity to replace any non-school items still 
lingering with our school colours, and to get ready for the warmer months 
ahead.  
Term 4 is also the time that students are required to wear a Sunsmart hat.  
Sun hats are available from the office and our newest style is reversable with 
our school colour of blue on one side and a House Colour (red, yellow, green 
or blue) on the other side. Could all students please have a SunSmart 
approved hat day one of term 4. 
 

 
 

OCTOBER IS WALKTOBER 

The month of October is Walktober, when we will be encouraging as many 
students as possible to travel to and from school using smart travel options 
(walking, bike riding etc.).  During the month, our school will run Walking 
School Buses once a week starting at various locations.  Further information 
about this will be communicated via Dojo at the beginning of Term 3.  We will 
also have end of lunch walks to enable those students who aren’t able to join 
the Walking School Bus to join in the fun at school.  
The weather is slowly starting to improve and now we have entered Spring, it 
is a great time to start walking and keep in the routine at the beginning of Term 
4. 

 
 
 

PARENT SURVEY – LAST DAY TOMORROW – PLEASE COMPLETE 

Thank you to the 14 families who have completed the Parent Survey  
so far this year! 

 
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is now open 
for families to complete until Friday 16th September. 
The survey is conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to 
complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, 
tablets or smartphones. 
While previously a random sample of approximately 30 per 
cent of parents/caregivers/guardians have been selected to 
participate, this year, all families are invited to participate in 

the survey. Please note that the survey must only be complete once per family. 
A note explaining how to access the survey has also been sent home with students.  If you do not have this 
information, please contact the school.   
 

We really do appreciate your support in completing this survey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Another amazing week of learning and here are our 

 

 

 

Room 11 

Mrs Ellis 

Ruby Stevens 
Ruby has had a great week in the classroom this week! I was very impressed with her 
writing during our narrative writing session on Wednesday. She was able to write a 
beginning, middle and end to her story and she showed wonderful spelling and 
punctuation. Ruby has a great imagination and I can’t wait to read more of her stories in 
the future. Well done Ruby, keep it up!  
 
          
 

Room 3 

Miss Gappa 

Walker Howland  
Walker has been working really hard at demonstrating all our REACH values. Walker has 
approached all learning tasks with a positive, enthusiastic attitude and has shown great 
leadership qualities by choosing to ignore the distractions around him. He has also been 
engaged and committed to achieving the best during our writing sessions. Walker’s 
effort throughout our ‘hero’ writing task was brilliant. He has applied what he has learnt 
from the classroom and from his tutoring sessions. I am so proud of your writing Walker 
and how you have turned your behaviour around this week! Well done, you are a star! 
 

Room 4 

Miss Watts 

 

 

Kaelyn Ross 
Kaelyn has had a wonderful week this week in Sounds Write. She comes into the 
classroom and is ready to learn. She is making a conscious effort to sit with people who 
she knows are going to be good learning buddies. It has been wonderful to see 
the work she has completed in our sessions. Well done on a great week of 
Sounds Write. Keep up the hard work! 
 
  

 

Room 6 

Miss Rodgers 

Miss Nicholls 
Has demonstrated: Respect, Engage, Achieve and Care 
 
Thank you for teaching us about suffixes and for showing our REACH values at Colac 
South West Primary School. We have liked it when you have asked us ‘What 
is wrong?’. You have shown ‘Achieve’ by helping us do our work when we 
have been stuck on something. Good luck in life and being a teacher.  
 



Room 5 

 

Miss Harris 

 

 

Pypah Spokes  
Pypah has had a great week in Room 5.  
Well done on a great week Pypah! Pypah always demonstrates all five R.E.A.C.H. values 
everyday in room 5. She always shows care towards her schoolwork by keeping her 
locker and books neat and tidy while also showing care towards all members within the 
classroom. 
She has shone through this week with her dedication to her Maths work. 
She has been working hard while learning about temperature, mass and 
capacity. She used materials to demonstrate her understanding while 
working cooperatively with her partner during her tasks. 
Well done on your amazing week Pypah, keep up the great work! 
 

Room 10 

Miss Parker 

Keegan Calder  
Keegan has earned this award for his achievement in Maths and demonstrating respect 
throughout the week.  
Keegan has been working really hard and is determined to complete his work to a high 
standard during our unit on area. In addition, Keegan consistently demonstrates care by 
looking out for his classmates and asking questions that provoke good discussions with 
his friends. Thank you for being a contributing member to our classroom community. 
Well done, Keegan 

Room 8 

Mrs Boyle 

Jimmy Lake 

Jimmy has demonstrated many of our school values these last two weeks!  
He took some bad news on and turned it into a positive. Jimmy stepped up and showed 
he has some great leadership qualities by collecting House Points and leading assembly 
while the 5/6’s were away on camp. He also showed exceptional support to the Preps 
and Mrs Ellis while he was in there working. 
Jimmy has had a sensational week in Room 8, working hard in all areas and 
achieving great results.  
Well done Jimmy on a fantastic two weeks!!!!  
 

ART 
 

Mrs Allan 

Willow Gorman 

For approaching her artwork with enthusiasm and creativity.  Willow always strives to 
do her best and has been a wonderful helper in the Art Room this 
week. Congratulations Willow.  

Music 

Catherine 

Trewavas 

 

Ava Flaxman 
Congratulations on being the musical star of the week Ava! Ava is a constant source of 
joy and enthusiasm in music classes each week. She is engaged and always keen to 
share her musical skills with others. Ava has worked very hard to be a good listener and 
follow instructions. She always tries to achieve her best and is developing a beautiful 
singing voice. Well done Ava! 

 

Physical 

Education 

Mrs Turner 

Jandah Graham-Farrell 

AUSLAN Jorja Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTEEN TERM 4 

 

Exciting news, our canteen is back in Term 4 every Monday and Friday.  Ordering from the Canteen will now 
be placed via an App.   
 

• The first thing you need to do is to download the Qkr App onto your device.   

• Add your details and you can then select your school. 

• Add each student’s profile.  
 

 Information on ordering will be attached to today’s newsletter and also a copy of the Canteen pricelist. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Orders must be placed prior to 9:00 a.m. on the day or they will not be accepted. 
Food A Roma will not be able to supply lunch to children whose parents have ordered incorrectly. Please read over 
the information provided to assist you to order correctly through the app. 
 

 

 

COLAC SHOW ENTRIES 

 
The show is back for 2022! Students will have the opportunity to enter a 
piece of their schoolwork in the junior handcraft or artwork section. In art 
this week, we have been discussing items the children may like to enter such 
as a drawing, painting, collage, handwriting piece, show poster, article of 
sewing or craftwork they have completed here at school. This week, the 
children will choose and register the work they would like to enter. 
Any queries please feel free to message Mrs Allan via ClassDojo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIKE EDUCATION 2022 

 
Bike Ed will start for Years 4, 5 & 6 in Term 4.  Extra lessons have been added, see table below: 
  

Grade 4 Room 5/3 Grade 5/6 Room 10 Grade 5/6 Room 8 

Wednesday 11:30 (Week 1) 
Thursday 2:15 (Week 1+2) 
 

Tuesday 10:00 (Week 1 & 2) Extra 
Tuesday 12:30 (Week 1+2) 
Thursday 11:30 (Week 2) 
Friday 12:30 (Week 1 & 2) Extra 

Tuesday 9:00 (Week 1 & 2) Extra 
Wednesday 2:15 (Week 1+2) 
Thursday 11:30 (Week 1) 
Friday 12:30 (Week 1 & 2) Extra 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Hi all, 

 
Well what a wonderful 3 terms I have had at Colac South West getting to know all the 
children, families and staff! I have felt very welcomed and lucky to be able to help parents 

and carers in navigating all things children, home and school!  
 

As we head into the school holidays I wanted to remind everyone that I am still available over 
this time via mobile on both Wednesday the 21st and Wednesday the 28th of September, so 

please don’t hesitate to give me a call. My role is to provide support, advice, information or 
even just a friendly ear to CHAT about whatever may be going on for you and your family. 
 

School holidays can be a crazy time for families, so I wanted to share with you all below 
Parent Lines top 10 tips for surviving the school holidays!  

 

 

Tips for surviving school holidays 
 
1. Plan 

• Get your kids involved in making a list of activities that they would like to do. 

• Plan for good and bad weather 

• Schedule downtime and time-out as well as time for one-on-one and family group activities 
 

CHAT@S is a program that works with children, 
families, carers, teachers and schools focusing on 

the whole family’s wellbeing. 
 

DETAILS 
CHAT@S worker, Jessi Kerr from Colac Area Health, 

will be at the school on Wednesdays. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact Jessi on 0418 292 
905 or via email on jmkerr@cah.vic.gov.au 

 
Alternatively, you can speak with your child’s 

classroom teacher or drop in to the school office 
on a Wednesday if you would like to chat with 

Jessi. 



2. The best things in life are free 

• Make sure the list includes plenty of free activities such as picnics, bike rides, trips to the 

beach, the local library and the great outdoors 

 
3. Boredom is good 

• Unstructured time and time away from electronic devices is good for young minds 

 
4. Use opportunities to teach new skills and self-reliance 

• Not having the pressure to rush out the door in the morning can allow for kids to develop 

new skills such as getting their own breakfast and lunch, taking the dog for a walk or going 

to the shops by themselves. 

 
5. Ask for help 

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help to share the load. For example, asking friends or family to 

help care for children or to provide assistance in other ways. 

 
6. Accept that things may not always go to plan 

• Even the best made plans may need to be discarded at the last minute due to unforeseen 

events such as weather, illness or accidents. Whilst stressful, these unforeseen events 

often teach us and our kids valuable life lessons and may even become the source of family 

bonding or stories down the track. 

 
7. Don’t forget self-care 

• Look after yourself and take time out to relax, even if it’s half an hour whilst you have a 

cuppa and read a book. Remember, happy and relaxed parents make for happy children. 

 
8. Support and company 

• Having a support system can be crucial to any parent. It also gives parents the opportunity 

to interact with other parents whilst giving the kids a bit of play time. 

 
9. Consider your child’s mental health and wellbeing 

• Whilst it may be a family tradition to go on an annual family holiday or attend a family 

dinner, maybe your teenager is too depressed or your child with ADHD will be labelled by 

judgemental relatives. Consider if it’s really worth maintaining the tradition when it may be 

at the cost of mental health and wellbeing. 

 
10. Holiday connections help us the rest of the year 

• School holidays provide unique opportunities to connect with, listen to and get to know your 

kids. Use the time to spend one-on-one time with each family member. 
Parent Line can also provide over the phone support throughout the holiday period if you 
need some extra help. Parent Line counsellors are there for you seven days a week, 9am to 
9pm weekdays and 4pm to 9pm weekends (closed public holidays). 
 


